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Our firm offers free consultations and 
accept consults daily!

We believe every person should be 
informed of their rights and the process 
pertaining to their case, this is why we 
offer free consultations.

During your free consultation with a 
family law attorney, you will learn your 
rights, have all of your questions 
answered, discuss the process, and your 
best avenues.

In addition to our free consultations, we 
are one of the few firms who have 
Finance Specialists to help you discuss  a 
lower down payment, and payment plans 

OUR FIRM HANDLES THE 
FOLLOWING CASES:

We are a family law firm.  We believe in helping our 
clients transition through family law cases, as 
smoothly as possible.

As a family law firm, we understand clients are 
handing over a very personal piece of their lives to 
us. Not only does our firm work professionally, 
diligently and efficiently but we believe in having 
great communication with our clients.

Our clients are able to speak to their attorney, as 
well as have access to a wonderful client support 
team who can help answer all questions regarding 
their case, status updates, billing inquiries, and 
other concerns that may arise during the process.

Not only does our client support team reply back to 
our inquisitive clients in a timely manner, but the 
client can count on someone reaching out to them 
to check-in several times throughout the duration of 
their case. We believe in putting our clients first!

WHO WE ARE
AND WHAT WE DO

Law Office of Bryan Fagan 
281-377-3548
www.Bryanfagan.com
3707 FM 1960 W, Suite 400
Houston, Texas 770680

- Filing Divorce Papers
- Arranging Child Custody
- Obtaining Protective Orders
- Property Division Matters
- Visitation Rights
- Establishing Child Support
- Establishing Spousal Support
- High Net Divorce



MEDIATION: A Tim e And Money 
Saver

For  Your  Texas Divorce
By Evan Hochschild

VIP Contributor

From the time that I began practicing family law most clients and potential clients that I have had the opportunity 
to work with have had the belief that a judge will decide their divorce case. It could be that they?ve heard stories 
from friends and family who have had long, drawn out divorces where a judge actually did have to intercede 
when the parties themselves could not agree to settle their issues outside of court. The other thing that I?ve 
often thought was that television and movies have for so long made the ?courtroom drama? of a heated trial the 
centerpiece of so many plots. This is understandable. There is nothing all that exciting or tension filled about 
negotiating towards a settlement.

I?ll tell you one thing that negotiations are though: smart. Negotiating with your soon to be ex spouse about the 
issues that are important to your case is about the smartest decision either of you can make. Now, I fully 
understand that you are probably upset with the opposing party in your divorce. They are ?costing? you money, 
time and stress. You may believe that he or she is putting your children through a tough time that could have 
been avoided. The fact that you are having to sit in the room with a lawyer and discuss splitting your life in two 
and losing time with your children may make your blood boil. However, negotiations more often that not lead to 
settlements which can avoid going to trial and having a judge (who doesn?t know your family at all) make 
decisions for you that will affect your lives for years to come.

An explanation of what mediation means for you and your family
It?s very easy to think that your spouse is the most stubborn, insufferable person on the planet when you are 
going through a divorce. I completely understand that. However, it may shock you to learn that the vast majority 
(I would estimate it at 90-95% of divorce cases) do not proceed to a trial and instead settle in mediation. 
Mediation is formalized negotiation session in which you and your attorney and your spouse and their attorney 
meet with either a court appointed mediator/attorney or one mutually agreed to by you and your spouse. The 
purpose of this meeting is to have the mediator work with you and your spouse to negotiate and settle your 
divorce rather than proceed to a contested hearing with the judge.

Mediation is often court mandated prior to not only a final trial but also a temporary orders hearing. The 
mediator often times is a licensed attorney him or herself that practices family law on their own time but also 
works as a mediator to help others settle their divorce cases. Mediation is effective in helping to bring you and 
your spouse together on the important issues of your case.

So much of settlement negotiations is coming up with creative problem solving techniques and solutions that will 
assist your family in moving on to the next phase in your life. If there are complications regarding visitation or 
conservatorship rights that have not quite been fine tuned yet, a mediator can intercede and bring their own 
experiences to the table to assist with coming up with a solution. Likewise, if there is a complicated issue in 



terms of your community estate- maybe a business needs to be divided up- then the issues inherent in that sort 
of scenario can also be worked on with little to no acrimony.

The fact of the matter is that you and your spouse are not going to be face to face in this setting. Rather, you will 
be in separate rooms with your attorney. Your mediator will act as a ?ping pong ball? bouncing back and forth 
between both rooms to communicate offers and counter-offers. This is especially helpful if you know going in 
that the level of animosity between you and your spouse is high. That doesn?t mean that you both can?t get past 
those emotions to settle your case. It just means that if you were having to negotiate in the same room a cross 
look across the table from your spouse to you could send the negotiation session into turmoil and ruin any 
chance of a settlement.

Additional benefits of mediation: A flexible time schedule and direct control over 
what is decided
Mediation schedules are typically four hours in length, though more complex cases can necessitate full day 
mediations. You and your spouse will pay a fee towards the mediator?s services but the fee will pale in 
comparison to the costs of having to prepare for and attend a contested hearing or trial. This flexibility in time 
allows you to take your time in arriving at solutions. Often times mediators will allow you and your spouse to 
return at a reduced rate to wrap up negotiations and may even waive their fee if you are very close to settling.

Perhaps the most important aspect of mediation, in terms of an advantage for your family, is that mediation 
offers the sort of direct control over the process and settlement that a trial does not. Ultimately you are working 
to determine what the final orders in your case state. These are the ground rules for the rest of your children?s 
lives prior to graduating from high school as well as how your property, debts and other financial assets will be 
divided upon divorce. Having a say so in the process is incredibly important even if you don?t get exactly what 
you are asking for. In a trial you may get just what you want but the odds are greater that neither you nor your 
spouse will walk out of a trial happy. A judge intends to do their best but with limited time and resources he or 
she will need to make decisions that often times conflict with the individual needs of your family.

A mediated settlement agreement is final and binding. That means you nor can your spouse wake up the 
following morning after settling and tell your attorney you?re having second thoughts. As long as you understand 
this and are comfortable with that concept mediation is a terrific way to end a divorce that can be described as 
anything but terrific.



YOU
KNOW?!

DID
DIRTY TRICK

OF ENGAGING IN SPOUSAL 
STARVING 

THE 

DID YOU KNOW THAT:

?Spousal Starving? refers to 
when one spouse cuts off 

financial access to the other 
spouse.

One of the most frequent questions I get asked is ?can I get my spouse to 
pay for the divorce.? We have even written an article on that topic that I 
will include a link to at the bottom of this post. In that article, we discussed 
that depending on the facts it may be possible to get your spouse to pay 
for your legal fees. However, generally it will cost you money up front to 
get to that point in the case. On top of that, the hearing where a judge 
may make orders regarding temporary spousal support could be 30-60 
days away from the time the divorce is filed.

In order to aid our readers regarding the above problem, we have written 
a couple articles:

1. that provide ideas and suggestions on how to pay for a Texas 
divorce and

2. tips on preparing for the divorce

I mention those prior articles because the readers of today's blog topic 
?spousal starving? can also benefit from reading those prior articles.

WHAT IS SPOUSAL STARVING?

I often caution my divorce consults to prepare for a frequently employed 
dirty trick used by vindictive and controlling exes, ?spousal starving.? This 
tactic can be used by wealthy couples or couples with modest incomes. 
?Spousal Starving? refers to when one spouse cuts off financial access to 
the other spouse.

This can include:

1. emptying the joint bank account
2. removing the other spouse from a joint credit card, or
3. refusing to pay bills or buy groceries, knowing the other spouse has 

no access to cash
4. Canceling vital services or utilities

A spouse can use this to put their ex at a disadvantage during a divorce. 
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The goal is to get the other spouse in financial position where they out desperation will accept an unfair 
settlement. This is more likely to happen if the starved spouse has no source of income or family member 
who can help them. When I encounter spouses in this type of relationship they want to know how they will 
pay for:

1. bills
2. food
3. take care of their children
4. let alone hire our services

The other awful part of spousal starving is that while you have no or little access to financial resources. 
Often your ex has plenty of funds to retain a Texas divorce lawyer at their disposal.

WHAT CAN I DO IF MY EX IS ENGAGING IN SPOUSAL STARVING?

Unfortunately, once spousal starving has begun, in the short term there is not a lot that can be done. I often 
feel for these individuals and let them know that their spouse?s tactics will not be looked upon favorably 
once we are in front of a judge. Once you are in front a judge it will be possible to request spousal support 
and child support. However, getting there takes money and time. This future help is often hard for someone 
to appreciate when they are worried about getting through today.

One of the best solutions is if you are able to borrow money from:

1. parents or other family members; alternatively
2. you may be able take out loans or start charging things on a credit card

WHAT PROACTIVE STEPS CAN I TAKE NOW PRIOR TO A DIVORCE?

One of the first things I encourage clients and potential clients do include:

1. Having a separate account which your spouse cannot empty
2. If you believe a divorce is coming to put half of any joint account money into that separate bank 

account.
3. Have or open credit cards that your spouse does not have access to
4. If you cannot afford a Texas divorce lawyer and you have children, you can get help through the 

attorney general to get child support going. Unfortunately, this process can take a long time and 
ultimately when you get a divorce that divorce may cost more because of the prior order.

5. Have copies ready of all financial paperwork. This will help your attorney to get you support once you 
are in front of a judge.

6. Make a list of all known assets, liabilities, bank accounts, real estate, business interest, and 
retirement accounts.

7. Monitor your credit regularly
8. Get a secure mailing address which your spouse does not have access to
9. Change passwords immediately to all your personal accounts (do not leave your spouse without 

access to funds)
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trust we are able to 
build with clients, while 
still maintaining the 
highest caliber of legal 
services. 

We acknowledge that 
each client has 
individual needs, which 
is why we provide 
personalized 
representation. Our 
founding lawyer strives 
to honor the objectives 
and desires of each case 
he takes on. The legal 
team at our firm is 
dedicated to carefully 
listening and effectively 
communicating with our 
clients during each level 
of their case. 

Tina Favor it o

Paralegal



  THIS TEAM IS ON YOUR SIDE

Cr ist ina Cazares

Legal Assist ant

Br it t ney Inm an

 Market ing Direct or

Cecil ia Char lst on

At t orney

Paola  Morales

Paralegal

David Brum m et t

Cust om er  Service

Sam uel Roberson

Legal Assist ant

Alicia Palm er

At t orney

Tif fany Ceburn

Law Clerk

Will iam  Mor iar it y

Int ake Specialist

Darnell Moore

Recept ionist

Chad Zubi

At t orney

Chr is Ervin

At t orney



If you were to walk into my house and go into the closet that adjoins the 
master-bedroom you would find paperwork like bank statements, medical 
bills, daycare statements, etc. I?m sure that many of you reading this blog 
post would be able to say the same thing. These are the sort of 
documents that we collect in our day to day lives, put them aside and 
never really think about them unless there is a problem and we need to 
double check whether a payment was made or something like that. 
Otherwise, these pieces of paper are out of sight and out of mind.

On the other hand, if you are going through a divorce this paperwork may 
become incredibly important when it comes to collecting evidence. The 
part of divorce litigation that can be incredibly hard for many participants to 
stomach is that at the end of the day the evidence you utilize in a 
contested hearing or trial are often the day to day documentation that we 
don?t think twice about. Documents such as those I mentioned in the 
opening paragraph to this blog post could prove to be incredibly useful for 
you or your spouse when attempting to prove a point to a judge.

The difficulty that family law attorneys have, however, is finding a way to 
have this sort of information presented in the context of a hearing and 
actually admitted into the record for a judge to consider. For those of you 
who aren?t attorneys, an entire semester of law school is comprised of a 
class called, ?Evidence? where law students are taught the ?Rules of 
Evidence?- how to present evidence in trials and just as important how the 
rules will allow you as an attorney to have evidence admitted into the 
record.

HEARSAY- WHAT IS IT AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO YOUR FAMILY 
LAW CASE?

Hearsay is a pretty common term nowadays. At its core, the rule against 
hearsay bars any witness from testifying to what he or she heard another 
person say. Basically our legal system wants to keep you from retelling 
what another person supposedly said while you are on the witness stand. 
The issue is that while you had to take an oath promising to tell the truth, a 
judge or jury cannot be certain of the veracity (truthfulness) of this other 
person?s statement made outside of the courtroom.

However, as any first or second year law student could tell you, there are 
a number of exceptions to the rule that bars hearsay statements from 
being admitted into evidence. One of those exceptions deals with 
business records and not oral testimony. As it happens, frequently in 
family law cases an attorney will ask you (the client) for documents that 
may be relevant to a temporary orders hearing or trial. Bank records 
showing payments made or income earned, school records for your kids, 

Hearsay except ions 
in fam ily law  cases: 

Business Records of the Marital 
Household

The L aw Office 
of Bryan Fagan 
has appeared 
several t imes in 
the Top 10 Blog 
Posts from 
Texas Bar 
Today!

Enjoy one of our 
most  popular 
blog topics!
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that sort of thing. The issue that we run into is that because the trustworthiness 
and authenticity are in question the rule against hearsay would seem to bar them 
unless we got the documents from the bank or school.

The Texas Rules of Evidence under Rule 806(6) allows for records to be admitted 
into evidence that a client produces for an attorney as long as the client has 
specific and personal knowledge of the information contained in the documents. 
While the term ?business records? clearly comes from documents that are utilized 
in a business capacity, the law of Texas is that personal records count under this 
hearsay exception as well. ?Business? doesn?t even have to mean the records 
need to come from a business, but rather ?any and every kind of regularly 
organized activity whether conducted for profit or not.? Texas Rules of Evidence, 
Section 803(6).

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOUR FAMILY LAW CASE

This is all good and well, but ultimately you as a father or mother care about how 
these rules are going to impact your case that concerns your son or daughter. The 
bottom line as I can tell is that if you keep good records as a part of your adult life 
then your attorney should be able to offer those records into evidence and have 
them admitted into the record. A judge will look to a few factors when deciding 
whether or not a statement or record should be admissible in this context:

1. Whether you as a the person offering the record or statement has 
maintained the document as in the regular course of your activities as a 
spouse or parent

2. That you are relying upon the accuracy of the document
3. That you are able to offer testimony that indicates that the documents are 

trustworthy

If you can check each of these boxes then the odds are favorable that you can get 
those records admitted into evidence. The benefit to having documentary evidence 
available is that while your testimony is critically important in a hearing, it is always 
helpful to have additional evidence to add clarity to what you are discussing.

This also highlights how critical it is to respond quickly and thoroughly to your 
attorney?s requests for you to produce documents and records that may be helpful 
as evidence in a trial or hearing. If you have hired a lawyer or are considering 
whether or not to do so it is advisable to begin collecting and organizing any 
documents you feel may be relevant to your case now, rather than waiting until the 
last minute. Your attorney needs time not only to prepare them for introduction 
during a hearing or trial but to formulate a strategy to do so bearing in mind the 
rule against hearsay.

We 

SUPPORT
 OUR 
COMMUNITY!

We are proud 
sponsors of the Oak 
Creek Village Cudas!

Proud suppor t er
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New Year's Day causes people to make resolutions about losing weight. Tax 
Day causes people to tell themselves that next year they won't wait until the 
last minute to complete their taxes. Last minute Christmas gift shopping 
encourages people to plan ahead and buy gifts throughout the year rather 
than on the few, busy days before the holiday itself. A lesser known holiday 
that brings about vows to change is Valentine's Day. For a day that at first 
glance is thought to be one of candy and cards, issues in relationships can 
come to a head on the 14th of February.

The reason for this appears to be that people in troubled marriages take stock 
of the relationship and use Valentine's Day as a day to make a break if they 
feel things are irreparable. The same people that made New Year's 
Resolutions to finally file for divorce often delay the act of filing for divorce 
until Valentine's Day where one last ditch effort to salvage the marriage falls 
short.

In addition to divorces on Valentine's Day, People that get married on 
Valentine's Day tend to find divorce occurring sooner than parties that get 
married on other days. Researchers have looked into this phenomenon and 
have concluded the main reasons for this are that people that married on 
2/14 are more likely to already have kids in tow and are more likely to have 
been married before as well.

If you are considering filing for divorce this week, the most basic advice that 
the Law Office of Bryan Fagan can provide is to talk with more than just one 
lawyer's office. The reason being is that your divorce is not a contract dispute 
or a personal injury claim. It is a deeply personal situation that relates to your 
family, your children and your money. Trusting the person that will be 
representing you is incredibly important and is not something you can arrive 
at without really considering your options.

The relat ionship bet ween 

Valent ine's Day and Divorce
By Evan Hochschild

VIP Contributor
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We would l ike t o celebrat e t h is Valent ine's Day by giving back  t o t he com m unit y t hat  we love.

 

Work ing in fam ily law , I underst and t hat  t he cost  of  divorce can be very high for  som e. I also 
have exper ienced st or ies f rom  ot hers about  how  dif f icult  and t rying it  can be t o m ove forward 
w it h your  l i fe when you are st i l l  cur rent ly m ar r ied. If  t he cost  of  get t ing a divorce is t he only 
t h ing prohibit ing you f rom  being able t o m ove forward, we encourage you t o ent er  our  Free 
Divorce Giveaway!

We would l ike t o of fer  you t he chance t o have your  divorce cost  waived ent irely. No hidden 
cour t  fees or  charges. All you have t o do is m eet  t he requirem ent s and ent er  t o w in! The w inner  
w il l  be chosen based on t he m ost  com pell ing and convincing st ory as t o why t hey should be t he 
w inner .

The divorce is l im it ed t o an Uncont est ed Divorce w it h no or  m inim um  child cust ody issues. 
Lim it ed t o Har r is Count y and t he sur rounding count ies only.

To qualify as an uncont est ed divorce, bot h spouses m ust  m eet  all t hree of  t he follow ing 
requirem ent s:

1) Agree t o be divorced

2) Reach an agreem ent  on all issues

3) Volunt ar i ly sign all papers w it hout  service on any par t y

We w il l  review  t he st or ies and w il l  let  t he w inner  know t hey have won af t er  t he deadline ends.

Ent er  t o w in a f ree divorce for  Valent ine's Day Ent ry Form  (Deadline noon February 13, 2018)

Valent ine's Day 

FREE DIVORCE

Giveaway!!



By Bryan Fagan

High asset  divorces 
and t heir  af fect  on 

Golden Years 
Divorces

Born in Denver, Colorado, and 
raised here in the Houston area, 
Bryan has always had the 
inclination to be someone who 
can help others and he always put 
forth all efforts in everything he 
has set out to do. Coming from a 
Real Estate background, Bryan felt 
he his real passion was helping 
families and through practicing 
family law, he does just that. 
Bryan is a member the Texas Bar 
College, which is an honor that is 
bestowed on less than 10% of 
lawyers in the state of Texas. This 
honorary society is devoted to 
pursuing the greatest amount of 
legal knowledge through actively 
furthering their education. Bryan?s 
desire is to better represent his 
clients with a deeper 
understanding of the law. As 
Partner Attorney, Bryan makes 
sure every Associate Attorney is 
actively involved in each individual 
case to ensure conscientious work 
and attentiveness. When Bryan is 
away from the office, he enjoys 
spending time with his wife, 
Camille, family, and friends.   

Bryan Fagan

At t orney |  Mediat or If you are in your ?Golden Years? and are considering a divorce then you 
can count yourself among those with concerns about what will happen to 
your property when it is split upon the conclusion of your divorce. The 
assets that you have accumulated- your home, your investments, your 
bank account- are incredibly important and are the result of your hard work 
and discipline. Now because you and your spouse are no longer able to live 
together as husband and wife the fruits of that hard work are liable to be 
divided up by a judge according to the judge?s opinion on what is fair.

The fact is that a divorce for persons over the age of fifty will be 
complicated regardless of how much money a couple has, but for those of 
you whose community property estate is substantial the complications 
increase exponentially. Proper planning and communication with your 
family law attorney can help to minimize those complications and laid the 
foundation for a successful divorce.

MAKE SURE THE TERMS OF YOUR WILL AND TRUSTS WILL STILL 
BE APPLICABLE UPON THE CONCLUSION OF YOUR DIVORCE

If you and your spouse have a substantial total of assets then it is possible 
that your wills contain provision for the allocation of those assets upon your 
death. In the more immediate sense, it could be that trusts have been set 
up to administer those assets when it comes time for them to be divided up 
to the intended recipients. These trusts ensure that your family members 
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are provided for and the taxes associated with gifts and things of that nature re kept to a minimum. What 
happens to these arrangements after a divorce case?

I know that the wills that my wife and I have are so called ?mirror wills?- they reflect each other perfectly. Our 
goals and objectives are the same because we are a cohesive unit who shares equally in our assets. However, 
if we were to get divorced then those circumstances are no longer in play and changes would need to be made 
to each of our wills.

Whether or not a trust is revocable upon your divorce is a question that your family law attorney may be able to 
help answer but is best left to a probate attorney. Your divorce attorney will be able to answer whatever 
questions he or she is capable of and then use their resources and experience to locate and hire an attorney 
who can help in all other areas.

BUSINESSES: HOW TO HANDLE A FAMILY OWNED VENTURE

Suppose that you started a business that allowed you and your family to earn a great income during the course 
of your marriage to your spouse. However, now that the divorce is occurring you and your spouse are not in 
agreement on who should retain the business after the divorce concludes. You may have been the spouse to 
actually do the work inside the business, your spouse argues, but what about their efforts in raising the kids 
during the infancy of the business or their doing the bookkeeping and other logistical responsibilities inherent in 
owning a business?

This is a situation that can lead to a lot of drama and a lot of arguing in the context of settlement negotiations. 
While there is more than one way to skin a cat, your attorney should be familiar with complex business 
negotiations in the context of a divorce.

Whether the business will be sold and the profits split between you and your spouse or one spouse will 
ultimately retain the business and pay out a pre-determined sum of money to the other spouse, a full analysis 
will need to be conducted to ensure that your rights are being protected whatever the final agreement ends up 
being.

WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE FAMILY HOME?

The house that you and your spouse live in can be one of the more difficult items to have to deal with as far as 
your divorce is concerned. It?s entirely possible that this home is the one that you all moved into upon getting 
married and is where you raised your children together. There are a lot of memories and a lot of residual 
emotional hang-ups associated with doing anything other than hanging onto it as long as you can. This, of 
course, is extremely understandable.

On the other hand, it may be for the best that you and your spouse agree to sell the home and split any equity 
that is received upon a successful sale. Being able to talk through the emotional aspects of your selling your 
home in a divorce is an important reason to have a trusted attorney by your side in your divorce.

The other end of the spectrum has the cold, hard numbers as a major concern. Selling a home means the 
possibility of having capital gains taxes apply if more than $500,000 is seen in a return on the sale. If you or your 
spouse are awarded the home and choose to sell it after the divorce then only $250,000 is sheltered for tax 
purposes as a single person. The remaining portion of the profits from selling the home will be taxable.
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Learn divorce from 
beginning to end by the 
Partner Attorney and 
author of "The Texas 
Divorce Handbook", Bryan 
Fagan. This 2 hour 
workshop will walk you 
through the process, 
provide resources to help 
you get through this 
process, and answer any 
questions you have).

When: 
Saturday, Dec 20th 
10am-12pm 

Where:
3707 FM 1960 W, 
Suite 400 
Houston, Texas 77068 

Cost: $35.00 

  Time and time again, our 
female clients mention not 
having a free spot on their 
schedules to just hang out, 
enjoy themselves, and 
temporarily take their mind 
off their divorce. Even if 
they do have the time, 
organizing an event is too 
much trouble. To help out 
our clients, we have 
decided to host Girls? Night 
Out events. To keep things 
interesting we choose 
venues throughout the 
greater Houston region that 
could be selected as the 
party spot, like the 
Foundation Room Houston. 

For more information about 
Girls? Night Out events, 
direct all inquiries to 
Brittney Inman at 
Brittney@bryanfagan.com. 

This event was created on 
the book "Single Mom 
Takes On The World" by 
Brittney Inman. It was 
intended to help single 
moms navigate through the 
challenges of 
single-momhood and will 
address how to 
successfully balance 
working full-time, raising 
children, and taking care of 
yourself, too. You'll learn 
time-management 
techniques, tips on 
excelling in your career, 
and boosting your 
self-confidence.

Contact us at 

281.810.9760 for more 
details or email 
Brittney@bryanfagan.com

NEWS AND EVENTS

SINGLE MOM'S 

WORKSHOP

Divorce Sem inars Gir l 's Night  Out Workshops

OUR GOAL 
IS 
TO 

PROVIDE 
AS MANY 
RESOURCES 
POSSIBLE!



 

By Am ir  Tavakkoli

VIP ContributorA.T. LAW  OFFICE

                               

A.T. Law Firm represents 

clients in criminal cases, 

car accidents and/or 

personal injury cases.  You 

can follow their active blog 

on their website at 

atlawoffice.com/blog

 Contact the A.T. Law 
Office for a Free 

Consult 

If you have questions 
regarding whether you have 
a criminal record and 
eligible to expunge or seal 
your records, it?s important 
to speak to an attorney right 
away. Contact the A.T. Law 
Firm by calling 

(832) 800-5590 

or emailing 
info@atlawoffice.com for a 
free consultation. 

It has been reported, Olympic swimmer, Ryan Lochte said that he and his 
teammates were robbed at gunpoint. Lochte reported they had been 
celebrating at the France House much of the night and were taking a cab 
back to the Olympic village when they were pulled over by armed men 
posing as police and robbed at gunpoint. It has also been reported that 
Ryan Lochte admitted to lying about the robbery. Lochte is a 12-time 
Olympic medal winner, next in line behind Phelps.

Be careful what you tell the police as it may be considered a crime. Under 
The Texas Penal Code § 37.08, a person commits an offense if, with intent 
to deceive, he knowingly makes a false statement that is material to a 
criminal investigation and makes the statement to: (1)?a peace officer or 
federal special investigator conducting the investigation; ?or (2)?any 
employee of a law enforcement agency that is authorized by the agency to 
conduct the investigation and that the actor knows is conducting the 
investigation.

Making a false report to a police officer is a Class B Misdemeanor with a 
punishment range up to 180 days in county jail and/or a maximum fine of 
$2,000.00. However, if this is not your first offense and you have been 
convicted of any other crime, then the crime can be enhanced. Meaning 
that the punishment range changes to a minimum of 30 days and the 
maximum of 180 days in county jail and/or a maximum fine of $2,000.00.

A.T. Law Firm

If you have questions regarding a criminal charge, it?s important to speak 
with an attorney right away to protect your rights.Contact A.T. Law Firm by 
calling (832) 800-5590. The A.T. Law Firm handles criminal defense, family 
and divorce cases, and personal injury cases.

Lying

POLICE
TO THE
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10 TIPS ON ACHIEVING YOUR 
GOALS IN 2018

SINGLE MOM TAKES ON THE WORLD...

No matter if your life is going great or if it?s seen better days, I feel it is always imperative to continue to grow 
and there is always room for more!Where my life was just a few short years ago to where I am today, is 
complete night and day!But even though my life has changed, I feel it can always be better.Not saying I am 
never content or grateful for what I do have, but I have learned that life has so much to offer to those who go 
out and get it.I am a big ?goal-setter?, and in the last few years, after I learned what actually helps with 
achieving these goals, I have been knocking them off my list like a champ!

1)Figure out what you want!Take some time to visualize your perfect lifestyle and what it is you want from life 
this year!Think about what you would like to make better in several various categories: Health, Financial, 
Relationships, Family, Career, and other things you might would like to have.

2)Write them down!Over 90% of people who say they have goals and never write them down, never achieve 
them.Write them down and put them in a place where you can see them, daily!I actually create a poster-size 
vision board and hang it over my desk where I can see them every single day.This way I never lose sight of 
what I want!

3)Be specific.Don?t just say I want to make a load of money or I want to lose weight.Those type of goals are 
vague goals.Instead of your goal being I want to lose weight, make your goal I want to lose 30 
pounds.Instead of ?I want to make a load of money? say ?I want to make an additional 60k.

4)Be time specific, too!Use dates with your goals such as ?I want to lose 30 pounds by March 31, 2018? or ?I 
want to make an extra 100.00 per week.?Adding specific dates to your goals will be a catalyst in your 
achievement.

5)Make a plan!Somebody once said ?A goal without a plan is merely a wish!? and I live by this!You can say 
you want something all day and all night, but it?s just a dream, unless you actually have a plan of how you are 
going to achieve them.What can you do to lose 30 pounds by March 31?You might suggest, I will drink only 
one soda a day instead of 3 or I will drink 8 bottles of water a day.I will exercise every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday or I will go for a 30 minute walk every day.

6)Add small goals that you can do to achieve your ?BIG? goal.This kind of goes hand in hand with your 
plan.Say your ?BIG? goal is ?I want to spend more quality time with my kids.?Well, that?s not quite specific, so 
you will say something like ?I want to spend an additional 10 hours of uninterrupted time with my kids per 
week?.Then you would create small goals like Dinner at the table every weeknight, movie night with the kids 
one weekend-night a week, one activity of their choice one weekend-day, riding in the car with no radio or 
background distractions and having an uninterrupted conversation with them once a day, etc.Adding small 
goals will build momentum, and make you feel like you are really accomplishing and getting closer to your end 
goal.It will give you the encouragement to keep pushing forward, even when no one else is there to cheer you 
on.

7)Step outside your comfort zone and dream big.Do not base your goals on what you think you might be able 
to accomplish.Create your goals on what you want!The concept of achieving a goal works the same way, 
whether the goal is small or big.If you apply the same steps of achieving your ?safe? goals to your ?dream? 
goals, you can achieve the same results.

8)Time blocking.I have written several articles and blogs on time-blocking.As a single mother of 3, who wants 
big things in life, time blocking has been a key factor in my success as a single mother, marketing director, 



Brittney Inman
VIP Contributor

Marketing Director
Creator of ON YOUR SIDE

and business owner.I plan my next day the night before.I use a ?progress 
planner? or a ?time blocking? calendar.I am able to write out my focus tasks to 
the side, and they also allow for me to block out hours for my ?things to do? 
and then check them off as I go.What may have taken me a week in the past 
with distractions and having so many things to do that I would be completely 
overwhelmed, now allows me to finish in a day!Every hour is accounted for and 
I am no longer being kept up late at night because I feel I have so much to do.I 
am actually able to rest much better, because I see all of the check marks, 
which tell me things are getting done and future ?things to do? WILL get 
done!Like I said, time blocking has really changed my life.It has reduced stress, 
improved productivity, and helps me get closer and closer to my goals, until I 
eventually reach them!

9)Get your friends involved!I have many friends, but just a few that I allow in 
my inner circle.These are friends who have dreams and ambitions of their own 
and we love to get together and have a night of wine and making our vision 
boards!

10)Pick your company wisely!Going back to number 9, I strongly urge you to be 
choosy who you spend your time with.If you can walk away from a 
conversation and feel like you?ve learned something, or have encouraged 
another, then great.But if you are having conversations with people where it?s 
unproductive gossip or chit-chat, I always feel it?s best to keep a distance from 
those sort of conversations.If you are feeling ambitious and you are on a 
mission to change your life and achieve your goals, it is incredibly important 
that you are around like-minded individuals.



Coaching:
Legal

An alt ernat ive when 
you can't  af ford 

t o ret ain an at t orney

A more affordable alternative for those who would like to handle their legal case on 
their own or cannot afford full legal representation.

In our coaching services you can be provided with legal templates, document review 
to ensure your documents are correct and ready to file and that you understand 
everything that the opposing party is requesting in their filings, as well as 1 on 1 
sessions with an attorney.

This is perfect for anyone in the state of Texas, as we also can hold these meetings 
via telephone if requested. 

SENIOR ATTORNEY:

375.00 for a one hour meeting or you can bundle three 1-hour meetings for a total 
price of 900.00

JUNIOR ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY:

200.00 for a one hour meeting or you can bundle three 1-hour meetings for a total 
price of 500.00

To inquire about these services, please send an e-mail to William@bryanfagan.com 
or call our office at 281-810-9760.



One of the saddest aspects of being a family law attorney is running into people ? both clients and opposing 
parties- who are addicted to drugs or alcohol. Drug and alcohol abuse is a trait that is common among families 
that are failing on some level and the result of those failing is often times divorce.

It is always terrible to have to see families torn apart because one or both parties to a marriage are addicted to 
a substance that is harming themselves and the relationships with the people that they care most about. The 
worst situation of all is when a divorce is caused by drugs or alcohol and the parties have a child together.

If you are reading this blog because you or your spouse has a problem with drugs or alcohol I can let you know 
that the addiction will not play a huge part in your divorce if you all don?t have any children.

The majority of your divorce will be spent attempting to divide up your community estate and unless the 
addiction has caused you or your spouse to drain community income to go towards an alternative lifestyle then 
the impact to your divorce case should be minimal. Certainly if this wasting of community funds is present 
whichever spouse has the addiction will most likely lose some portion of the estate to the sober spouse.

By far the most impact that drug or alcohol abuse can have on a divorce is when children are at issue. This is 
when the court, in its responsibility to act on behalf of what is in the best interests of your child, must make 
difficult decisions to do what your judge believes will keep your child safe from potential harm.

THE SAFETY OF YOUR CHILD IS THE TOP PRIORITY OF THE JUDGE IN YOUR DIVORCE CASE

Above all else, your judge is going to do whatever he or she can to ensure that your child is out of harm?s way. 
The overarching theme of a judge acting in your child?s best interest applies here as it does in any scenario 
involving your children in the context of your divorce.

With that being said I have seen parents lose any right to have their child at least for a period of time, if it is 
proven that he or she has abused drugs or alcohol. In a recent case here in Harris County, a client of ours 
tested positive for multiple illegal drugs and was allowed only one afternoon visit with her son for almost two 
months until additional time was allowed by the judge.

What sort of special accommodations can happen in a situation like this? One that attorneys will warn their 
clients about from the outset if he or she suspects you of having a problem with drugs or alcohol is supervised 
visitation.

This means that a court approved entity (a program that specializes in hosting supervised visits in most cases) 
will be appointed and you or your spouse will have all contact with your child at one of these facilities. In 
addition to the emotional toll this can take on a person, the spouse with the addiction problem will have to pay 
the costs associated with the hosting of the visitation session.

During the time when supervised visits are occurring, a judge will likely order you or your spouse into a program 
that will help you to deal with your addictions head on. Regular attendance will need to be shown in order to 
have the supervised visits increased over time.

Once it is shown, in the opinion of your judge, that you or your spouse has managed to remain sober 
unsupervised visits may be ordered. However, a relapse into your former lifestyle will spell disaster for future 
attempts to gain more time with your child.

PREPARING FOR A DIVORCE IN WHICH SUBSTANCE ABUSE WILL BE AN ISSUE

Suppose that your spouse is an abuser of drugs or alcohol and you are beginning the process of hiring an 
attorney and filing for divorce. First and foremost I would recommend that you be able to show a court any 

Drug and alcohol abuse: 

Parents face risks if they fail to become sober

http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=family%20law
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=family%20law
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Family-Law.aspx
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=drugs
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=alcohol
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Family-Law/Divorce.aspx
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=community%20estate
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=community%20estate
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=best%20interest
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=best%20interest
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=supervised%20visitation
http://www.bryanfagan.com/Search-Results.aspx?C=supervised%20visitation


Fran Brochst ein
"Don't  l i t igat e!  Mediat e!"

Fran Brochstein is a Distinguished 
Credentialed Mediator through the Texas 
Mediator Credentialing Association (TMCA).

She is also a current board member of The 
Association for Conflict Resolution- Houston 
(ACR-Houston) and Texas Association of 
Mediators.  

"Client s com e t o m e in knot s, and I 
unt angle t hem !"

-Fran

Fran Brochstein

Attorney |  Mediator

8978 Kirby Drive

Houston, Texas 77054

713.847.6000

 fran@familylaw4u.com

Familylaw4u.com           Houstonmediator.blogspot.com      Facebook.com/HoustonMediation 

evidence that you may have of this behavior of your spouse. Photos, videos and social media account 
postings are all examples of evidence that I have seen clients be able to collect in order to help prove 
allegations of this sort.

Law enforcement and CPS should be made aware of any dangerous behavior that your spouse has engaged 
in, especially when that behavior has affected your child.

A former client of the Law Office of Bryan Fagan had an unfortunate situation where her son was riding in the 
backseat of the family car as it was being driven by our client?s husband who was intoxicated. Fortunately no 
one was hurt during this drive but our client?s husband was arrested for driving while intoxicated.

Our client ended up contacting CPS to file a report against her spouse the morning after this arrest. The 
bottom line is that contacting law enforcement and CPS most importantly can assist in keeping your child safe 
and can also create records of your spouse?s bad behavior.

Finally, requesting emergency orders that keep your child from being in a vehicle or even in the presence of 
your drug or alcohol abusing spouse can keep your child out of harm?s way in an immediate sense. Waiting a 
week or two for a temporary orders hearing is not an option when your child?s life can be at stake.

Drug and alcohol abuse: Texas parent s face r isks if  t hey fail t o becom e sober
Continued
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THE FAGANS TAKE ON COLORADO 

This year our family took a trip 
to Colorado to celebrate the 
Christmas holidays.  it was my 
son, James', first trip to 
Colorado and I must say, he 
was not a fan of the snow.  He 
did however, enjoy the snow 
gear.  If you see a litt le 
yay-high toddler walking 
around Houston in a snow-bib 
and hat, that 's probably my 
kid!

From my family to your 's, I 
hope you had a wonderful 
holiday season and that your 
2018 is off to an incredible 
start!

- Bryan

My son, James, and 

my wife, Camille

My mom, Nikki, Camille, 

myself, and James

James and his cousin

James looking cool!



MARRIED
BUT DATING ANOTHER PERSON

IN A TEXAS DIVORCE?

You?ve moved out, have your own place, and you have started to think about moving on with your life. You 
have started to notice other people when you go out and think it would be nice to finally spend time with, 
someone who appreciates being with you. While dating may sound like a good idea to you, before you do 
there are some problems you should consider.

While in general there is no law in Texas preventing a person from doing so, it is not a smart idea to date 
anyone while your divorce is pending before a court. While it may seem harmless, the effects can be 
long-lasting and extremely detrimental to your case. The best advice a Houston Divorce Lawyer can give 
you is do not do it.

YOUR UNCONTESTED DIVORCE BECOMES CONTESTED

For starters, if the other spouse finds out about the extra-marital affair it's likely that what could have been 
a straightforward divorce could turn into a contested matter. It is pretty simple to see why- the spouse will 
feel wronged, will feel hurt and will most likely do whatever he/she can to exact some pain from the 
cheating partner.

Whether it's pushing hard to restrict the unfaithful spouse's access to the children or simply not giving in on 
seemingly meaningless pieces of personal property, the effects can impact multiple areas of the parties' 
divorce case.

DATING DURING A DIVORCE MAY AFFECT CUSTODY

On a purely personal level, it's probably for the best to avoid entering into a relationship prior to being 
divorced as well. Children (if the spouse has any) are going to be affected by this new relationship even if 
the person does not think so. Children are perceptive and pick up on things like their mother or father 
showing more interest in another person than them. This can lead to alienation of affection.

For a divorcing spouse, the process that they are going through is stressful as it is. Adding in a new 
relationship during the divorce only adds to those stresses. In a time of turmoil- where the lives of their 
family is being turned upside down temporarily, it's my opinion that a divorcing spouse is not equipped to 
deal with the emotional components of a new romance.

Dating another person during the divorce can show the court that a parent is not attuned to the feelings of 
their children. This can have an impact on the amount of time they're able to spend with the children while 
the divorce is ongoing.

Having less parenting time will certainly give a person more time to spend in their new relationship but 
ultimately it's unlikely that this will be as fulfilling to a person as spending time with the kids.

If a divorcing spouse moves in with their new partner, it can mean trouble in the area of child and spousal 
support as well. A court can take this fact into account when deciding appropriate levels of support to 
award. Having an extra income essentially available to the spouse can cause higher than normal 
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VIP Contributor
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amounts to be ordered.

WHAT IS ADULTERY IN TEXAS?

Under Texas Family Code section 6.003 adultery is a legal term in Texas that means the 
voluntary sexual intercourse of a married person with one not the spouse.

ADULTERY CAN IMPACT HOW PROPERTY IS DIVIDED

Finally, infidelity can have an impact on how property is awarded. Although, Texas is a 
no-fault divorce state which essentially means that neither party necessarily has to prove the 
other spouse did anything wrong in order to get a divorce.

Judges are human, and while they attempt to be fair, they too can be swayed by the actions 
of persons outside of their court. As touched on previously if your financial situation has 
improved because of a new partner, the court could award a higher percentage of the 
property available to the faithful spouse who is attempting to make it through the divorce on 
their own.

While engaging in a new relationship during a divorce may distract and temporarily make a 
person feel better, in the long run it rarely makes a situation better from my experiences. The 
attorneys at the Law Office of Bryan Fagan understand that our clients are adults but when 
clients engage in behavior that is detrimental to their case it is the job of an attorney to point 
that out and attempt to improve the position of our clients. If you are considering a divorce, 
contact our office today for a consultation that is free of charge.

In short, the best thing to do while separated is to stay single. However, If you must start 
dating, do consult with your Houston divorce lawyer before beginning to see someone 
romantically and discuss your options.
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OVERADVERTISE
WITH US??

WANT TO 

Our  packages:

Junior  Package:  1/2 page advertisement.

Prem ium  Package: Full page advertisement.

Professional Package: Full page advertisement, in 
our magazine, listed on our website with a backlink 
to your website for 1 month.  Your ad will be 
displayed in our weekly e-mail newsletter for 1 
month.  You will have the option to post a blog on 
our website, along with one Facebook post with 
your blog article.

All packages also include: 1 year advertisement  
in our resource guide, content, picture, and contact 
info

Email: Brittney@bryanfagan.com

Phone: 281-810-9760

I t 's easy an d  ef f ect i ve to adver t i se
w i th  u s!

If  you have any quest ions or  
would l ike t o learn m ore, 
cont act  us:

Em ail: 
Br it t ney@bryanfagan.com

Phone: 281-810-9760
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HANDBOOK

Visit our website at BryanFagan.com  to order your FREE 
copy of The Texas Divorce Handbook, written by Partner 
Attorney, Bryan Fagan.

We also offer an extensive library of articles on our website 
for your convenience and to help you find the answers to 
all of your family law questions.
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SECOND ANNUAL VALENTINE'S DAY 
FREE DIVORCE
GIVE AWAY!

The Law Office of Bryan Fagan is at it again with our 
Second Annual Valentine's Day Free Divorce Giveaway!  
If you are about to begin the process of a divorce, please 
let us help make it easier for you!  The winner will have 
their case handled by one of our family law attorneys, no 
attorney fees, no court costs! Visit BryanFagan.com to 
enter!


