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Our firm offers free consultations and 
accept consults daily!

We believe every person should be 
informed of their rights and the process 
pertaining to their case, this is why we 
offer free consultations.

During your free consultation with a 
family law attorney, you will learn your 
rights, have all of your questions 
answered, discuss the process, and your 
best avenues.

In addition to our free consultations, we 
are one of the few firms who have 
Finance Specialists to help you discuss  a 
lower down payment, and payment plans 

OUR FIRM HANDLES THE 
FOLLOWING CASES:

We are a family law firm.  We believe in helping our 
clients transition through family law cases, as 
smoothly as possible.

As a family law firm, we understand clients are 
handing over a very personal piece of their lives to 
us. Not only does our firm work professionally, 
diligently and efficiently but we believe in having 
great communication with our clients.

Our clients are able to speak to their attorney, as 
well as have access to a wonderful client support 
team who can help answer all questions regarding 
their case, status updates, billing inquiries, and 
other concerns that may arise during the process.

Not only does our client support team reply back to 
our inquisitive clients in a timely manner, but the 
client can count on someone reaching out to them 
to check-in several times throughout the duration of 
their case. We believe in putting our clients first!

WHO WE ARE
AND WHAT WE DO

Law Office of Bryan Fagan 
281-377-3548
www.Bryanfagan.com
3707 FM 1960 W, Suite 400
Houston, Texas 770680

- Filing Divorce Papers
- Arranging Child Custody
- Obtaining Protective Orders
- Property Division Matters
- Visitation Rights
- Establishing Child Support
- Establishing Spousal Support
- High Net Divorce



Many people are scared to use a lawyer in a divorce because they think their situation is too simple or easy to justify paying for 
a divorce lawyer to provide help and guidance.

The same people think that in order to keep things ?amicable? or as long as things are ?amicable,? they should avoid getting a 
divorce attorney.

What many potential clients do not realize is that they are being penny wise and pound foolish. Some of the most expensive 
and costly mistakes I see are when someone is not represented by a lawyer.

This is an update of an article I wrote in September of 2017. I felt compelled to do so based on a recent consult.

Each consult that I discuss in this article has their own unique story and outcome that demonstrates the high cost and 
consequences for simple mistakes that could have been easily avoided had the people I met been represented by a lawyer.

IF YOU DO NOT BRING IT UP YOU MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO LATER

The lady I consulted with that inspired this update had a very sad story involving domestic violence. She wanted to be able to 
move away from her abuser.

However, in her divorce decree, there is geographical restriction that forces her to live near her abuser because of the children 
they have together. When I learned that her husband went to court to finalize the case, I was hopeful because there might be 
time to undo what had happened.

However, when I looked up the case and saw when the judge had signed the order, I saw she had missed the deadline to file a 
motion to reopen the case.

I then had to spend an hour explaining she was stuck living near her abuser, even though her ex-husband:

1. Had choked her
2. Had a family violence case pending against him
3. Had hit her on multiple occasions
4. Was not exercising his visitation

RES JUDICATA

The legal reason for this is because of ?res judicata.? This means a matter has been adjudicated by a competent court and may 
not be pursued further by the same parties.

All the facts that could have helped her before the judge signed the order in most circumstances can not be brought up to 
change the order that was signed. The court only cares about new facts that occurred after the judge signed the order.

THE DANGER OF PLAYING TOO NICE

Unfortunately, in her case she was not represented by an attorney. She did not want to anger her husband by getting an attorney. 
She thought if she played it nice, she could get the divorce and move away after.

Another problem in her case was that she signed and cooperated with everything including:

1. Signing a waiver
2. Signing the final decree
3. Going to court

She did not leave herself any wiggle room for undoing the divorce decree.

THERE IS STILL HOPE

I did let her know that should some more bad facts occur, she could ask the court to modify the current order in regard to the 
children. I also let her know another possible reason to modify is if her ex-husband continued not to exercise his visitation.

Unfortunately, the lady I met with did not find much comfort in what I told her because it did not provide any immediate help 
to her and instead serves more as a cautionary tale to others.

WAIVER OF SERVICE ? MEANS YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE SERVED

Personal service is not the only way to bring a party to a case under the power of the court so that the court can make orders regarding 
those individuals.

Alternatively, a person can waive their right to be personally served with a copy of the lawsuit by signing a waiver of service. The waiver 
of service must be signed in the presence of a notary, notarized, and then filed with the court.

It basically says you do not want to be served by a process server or constable/sheriff or by certified mail sent by the District Clerk.

Recently, I met with a father and his new girlfriend who were confused about why his paycheck was being garnished for child support. 
He told me he barely made minimum wage and the amount the income withholding said he was supposed to pay was more than he made 
at his job.

The other sad thing was that it had only been a few months since the order was signed and he was already in the hole several thousand 
dollars because what he earned was not covering what he was supposed to pay in child support.

I was told by the father that he had never been served. My first thought was that maybe he had been served by some alternative means, 
which meant the case could more than likely be reopened.

The father had obtained a copy of the order against him and so I was able to take a look at it. What I observed was:

1. No one involved in the case had used a lawyer
2. The paperwork said that the father had signed a waiver
3. The paperwork said that the father had agreed and signed the order

I asked the father to excuse me so I could go look up the case online. I went back to my office and looked up the case. Sure enough, the 
record showed that there was a waiver on file. I then looked the order again and flipped to the signature page and it looked like the father 
had signed the order.

I then went back and explained what I had looked up and showed him a printout showing the waiver of service and his signature on the 
order.

I explained that he did not need to be served because the court record showed he had waived service and agreed to the order. However, if 
that was not the case, we could file paperwork and subpoena the notary regarding his signature.

His girlfriend then turned to him and asked if he signed the paperwork. His response was he didn?t know. In my book, that is the wrong 
answer to that sort of question. I explained his options for fixing the order.

As I saw it, either:

1. He had signed the order and did not bother reading what he signed
2. The mother filled in the blanks after he had signed the order or
3. The mother somehow convinced a notary to sign the documents saying the father had signed the waiver

In every option I gave him, it was going to cost him several thousand dollars? a lot more than it would have cost to hire a lawyer to get 
it done the first time correctly.

BEWARE OF STANDARD FORMS

That same day, I met with another unfortunate individual who should have hired an attorney. In her situation, she and her husband had 
been able to resolve the case amicably outside of court through mediation.

In the agreement, she and her husband were supposed to split his retirement account 50/50 using QDRO. The purpose of her consult was 
to find out how much my office would charge for drafting that document.

She had brought all the paperwork with her so I could review it. Once I saw the paperwork, I grew immediately concerned. She had:

1. A Mediated Settlement Agreement (MSA) and
2. A Final Divorce Decree

My concern was the divorce decree. It was not anything drafted by a lawyer. It was a standard form put out by a popular website. One of 
the warnings on the form is NOT to use it to divide a retirement account and to instead hire an attorney to draft the decree when you are 
trying to divide a retirement account.

When I reviewed the Final Divorce Decree, my suspicions were confirmed. The Final Divorce Decree did not divide the husband?s 
retirement account but instead gave him 100% of the account. When I explained this to the wife, she was understandably upset. She 
thought she was hiring my office to help her with a closing document to divide up the retirement account only to find out the divorce 
decree that was supposed to reflect the Mediated Settlement Agreement said something quite different.

DIRTY TRICKTHE 
OF THE AMICABLE DIVORCE

http://www.bryanfagan.com/Family-Law/Mediation.aspx
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YOU
KNOW?!

DID DON'T

DID YOU KNOW THAT:

?Spousal Starving? refers to 
when one spouse cuts off 

financial access to the other 
spouse.

This was another instance where having a divorce attorney would have protected an 
individual. The divorce lawyer would have made sure that the Final Divorce Decree 
that was signed reflected the agreement and that her ex did not accidentally or 
intentionally do anything sneaky.

KNOW WHAT FORMS TO USE AND THE CORRECT COURTROOM 
PROCEDURE

One husband I met with recently had managed to divorce his wife on his own without 
the help of an attorney. He accomplished this divorce by default. A default divorce 
means he divorced his wife:

1. First by giving her notice and
2. After he gave her notice, she ignored it

Once this happened, his wife was able to reopen the case by:

1. Hiring an attorney
2. Stating the husband did not use the correct forms
3. Stating the husband did not use the correct procedure in the divorce.

One of the things the husband had failed to do was file an inventory and appraisement 
with the court and explain to the correct party why his division of the property was a 
just and right division. Had the husband followed the correct procedure, his ex may not 
have been able to reopen the divorce.



HIT THE SNOOZE 
BUTTON

DON'T

 

We all hit the snooze button from time to time. I get it!  But have you ever wondered what you were missing?  For me, I love sleep 
and I am pretty good at it but, something started to click in me that if I really wanted to make it as a Photographer I needed to get 
the shots that others were not willing to get. So I vowed to give up sleep and see where it would lead me.  As an aspiring 
photographer, I feel like it is an understatement to say that I feel perfectly placed. I live within a three-hour drive of the most 
amazing sandy white beaches and only half as far to reach the winding roads of one America?s most beautiful parkways along the 
Blue Ridge Mountains.

In my book, there is no better way to start the day then waking up to watch the sunrise over the Carolina mountains. When going 
about my daily life, I often feel the mountains call me home. On a cold November morning, determined to experience the morning?s 
rise, I set out to reach the parkway. A two-hour drive through a series of small towns brought me to my destination, Blowing Rock, 
North Carolina, an artsy town with an eclectic spirit. I?d been to this town many times before, however, this time was different. To 
my surprise, I saw fluffy white stuff falling from the sky. I checked the forecast the night before, all indications were snow fall 
would be sparse and gone by midnight. I felt totally unprepared for this kind of weather. Determined, I continued to my planned 
destination, Linn Cove Viaduct, a place known for its panoramic ridge line views, a site that will make you fall in love with North 
Carolina over and over again. The wind was fierce, gusting at thirty to forty miles an hour, the temperature dropped to a mere 24 
degrees. As I got out of my truck, I noticed the sky began to brighten, it continued to grow brighter with every passing minute. The 
rays piercing through the snow splayed a radiance of colors like I had never seen before. Everywhere, I saw pink. As the wind blew 
through the Viaduct, the colors transformed from pink to gold, and back again. I rushed to set up my camera equipment, my fingers 
frozen, I fumbled to keep tripod upright in the howling wind. I felt determined, this was one light show I was not going to miss. 
Camera ready, I captured the moments, freezing the pinks and the golds in their place. Awestruck by nature, I felt amazed and so 
lucky to have awoken to a morning like this. I?ve never been so thankful that I did not hit the snooze button. 

Hitting that snooze button is like putting your dreams on hold, not for 9 minutes at a time, but a day, a year, perhaps forever. You 
never know when you?re going to reach that spot that will change your life. Next time, don?t just hit snooze, you could miss a snow 
storm of colors that will set your career on a path you never could have dreamed of! 

ON LIFE By Justin Potter

Guest Contributor |  Photographer
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When a marriage proposal is made those words and that gesture are often accompanied by 
an engagement ring. The cost to purchase that engagement ring can be substantial and is 
an investment no matter how you look at it.

Unfortunately, the best laid plans of romantic couples do not always come out the other 
side just as they had planned. When the couple does not actually make it to their wedding 
day the question remains: what happens to the ring? If you are in a position where this is a 
relevant question then this blog post from the attorneys with the Law Office of Bryan 
Fagan is for you.

THE LAW ASSOCIATED WITH IRREVOCABLE GIFTS

Engagement rings are ultimately a gift- an expensive, emotion filled gift. For a gift to be 
irrevocable- i.e., one that cannot be taken away from the receiver of the gift- there must be 
three circumstances in place:

The receiver of the ring must have willingly and knowingly accepted it

The ring must have actually been delivered to the finger of the recipient. It is not enough 
for the intended recipient to argue that the ring with purchased with the intent to deliver it 
at a future date.

The giver of the ring must have intended to give the ring as a gift to the recipient

If you have a ring on your finger right now, your wedding has been called off and the 
above three circumstances can be met then the odds are good that you now own that ring 
free and clear, not so fast.

ENGAGEMENT RINGS AS IRREVOCABLE GIFTS

Texas law differs from the generally applied principles of Irrevocable Gifts, however. In 
Texas an engagement ring is considered to be a conditional gift. A gift at Christmas time 
is a gift that is not subject to any other event occurring. When you give your cousin a pair 
of socks those socks are hers no matter what else happens. An engagement ring doesn?t 
work that way as a gift, at least in Texas. An engagement ring, as with any conditional 
gift, can be taken back if the event that led to the giving of the gift does not occur.

We can walk through this a little more clearly now that the rules have been laid out. In 
terms of a condition that needs to be fulfilled, the wedding is that condition in regard to 
the gift of an engagement ring. If your fiancé asked you to marry him and planted a rock 
on your finger he did so with the assumption and with the intent to follow through and 
marry you. Once that wedding occurs and you are officially married then that ring is yours 
as an irrevocable gift. However, if the wedding does not occur for any reason then the 
condition upon which the ring was gifted to you will not be met and the ring is no longer 
your irrevocable property.

COURTS CAN DIG DEEP TO DETERMINE WHO IS AT FAULT IN THE 
BREAKUP OF THE WEDDING PLANS

Leave it to the courts in Texas to do a deep dive on whose fault it was in breaking up the 
marriage plans. In so doing, however, you may be able to keep that ring even if the 
wedding does not occur. Reason being is that courts in Texas have previously held that if 
the giver of the ring is the cause of the break up of those marriage plans then he or she is 

What  happens t o your  
engagem ent  r ing  

if the wedding doesn't happen?

The L aw Office 
of Bryan Fagan 
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several t imes in 
the Top 10 Blog 
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Texas Bar 
Today!
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not entitled to get the ring back. On the other hand, if you as the recipient were the main cause of 
the failure to walk down the aisle then the ring should return to the possession of the giver. Just as 
with a divorce or child custody matter, a court will examine the individual circumstances of your 
case and make a determination based on the specific facts as presented as evidence.

Furthermore, if you and your spouse-to-be enter into an agreement that states what should happen 
with the ring if the marriage does not come to fruition then a court will honor that agreement so 
long as it is in writing and signed by both parties. In that situation the conditional gift rule would 
not apply.

WHAT IF YOU GET A DIVORCE? DO YOU HAVE TO GIVE THE RING BACK AT 
THAT POINT?

The answer to this question should be pretty obvious- at least in Texas. If you get married and one 
party or the other files for divorce the ring stays with the person who has worn it throughout the 
course of the marriage. We?ve already touched on the reason why- the condition precedent that 
needed to be met for the ring to be considered an irrevocable gift- actually getting married- has 
already happened. Unless a premarital agreement or something to that effect has been agreed to 
that has a different outcome already determined for the ring- either spouse may keep their ring if 
they so choose.

I have seen clients attempt to negotiate for the engagement ring that they gave to their spouse-to-be 
during the divorce process with mixed results. Often times the ring is a family heirloom that has a 
tremendous amount of importance to the giver. While the other spouse is not obligated to return the 
ring he or she often will in exchange for a gaining a piece of personal property that might otherwise 
not be awarded to them in a settlement.

"Engagement rings are ultimately a gift"

By Evan Hochschild

VIP Contributor



The relat ionship bet ween 

Valent ine's Day and Divorce
By Evan Hochschild

VIP Contributor

New Year's Day causes people to make resolutions about losing weight. Tax Day 
causes people to tell themselves that next year they won't wait until the last minute 
to complete their taxes. Last minute Christmas gift shopping encourages people to 
plan ahead and buy gifts throughout the year rather than on the few, busy days 
before the holiday itself. A lesser known holiday that brings about vows to change is 
Valentine's Day. For a day that at first glance is thought to be one of candy and 
cards, issues in relationships can come to a head on the 14th of February.

The reason for this appears to be that people in troubled marriages take stock of 
the relationship and use Valentine's Day as a day to make a break if they feel things 
are irreparable. The same people that made New Year's Resolutions to finally file 
for divorce often delay the act of filing for divorce until Valentine's Day where one 
last ditch effort to salvage the marriage falls short.

In addition to divorces on Valentine's Day, People that get married on Valentine's 
Day tend to find divorce occurring sooner than parties that get married on other 
days. Researchers have looked into this phenomenon and have concluded the 
main reasons for this are that people that married on 2/14 are more likely to already 
have kids in tow and are more likely to have been married before as well.

If you are considering filing for divorce this week, the most basic advice that the 
Law Office of Bryan Fagan can provide is to talk with more than just one lawyer's 
office. The reason being is that your divorce is not a contract dispute or a personal 
injury claim. It is a deeply personal situation that relates to your family, your children 
and your money. Trusting the person that will be representing you is incredibly 
important and is not something you can arrive at without really considering your 
options.



We would l ike t o celebrat e t h is Valent ine's Day by giving back  t o t he com m unit y t hat  we love.

 

Work ing in fam ily law , we underst and t hat  t he cost  of  divorce can be very high for  som e. We 
also have exper ienced st or ies f rom  ot hers about  how  dif f icult  and t rying it  can be t o m ove 
forward w it h your  l i fe when you are st i l l  cur rent ly m ar r ied. If  t he cost  of  get t ing a divorce is t he 
only t h ing prohibit ing you f rom  being able t o m ove forward, we encourage you t o ent er  our  2nd 
Annual Free Divorce Giveaway!

We would l ike t o of fer  you t he chance t o have your  divorce cost  waived ent irely. No hidden 
cour t  fees or  charges. All you have t o do is m eet  t he requirem ent s and ent er  t o w in! The w inner  
w il l  be chosen based on t he m ost  com pell ing and convincing st ory as t o why t hey should be t he 
w inner .

The divorce is l im it ed t o an Uncont est ed Divorce w it h no or  m inim um  child cust ody issues. 
Lim it ed t o Har r is Count y and t he sur rounding count ies only.

To qualify as an uncont est ed divorce, bot h spouses m ust  m eet  all t hree of  t he follow ing 
requirem ent s:

1) Agree t o be divorced

2) Reach an agreem ent  on all issues

3) Volunt ar i ly sign all papers w it hout  service on any par t y

We w il l  review  t he st or ies and w il l  let  t he w inner  know t hey have won af t er  t he deadline ends.

Ent er  t o w in a f ree divorce for  Valent ine's Day Ent ry Form  (Deadline noon February 13, 2018)

2nd Annual

Valent ine's Day 

FREE DIVORCE

Giveaway!!
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Born in Denver, Colorado, and 
raised here in the Houston area, 
Bryan has always had the 
inclination to be someone who 
can help others and he always put 
forth all efforts in everything he 
has set out to do. Coming from a 
Real Estate background, Bryan felt 
he his real passion was helping 
families and through practicing 
family law, he does just that. 
Bryan is a member the Texas Bar 
College, which is an honor that is 
bestowed on less than 10% of 
lawyers in the state of Texas. This 
honorary society is devoted to 
pursuing the greatest amount of 
legal knowledge through actively 
furthering their education. Bryan?s 
desire is to better represent his 
clients with a deeper 
understanding of the law. As 
Partner Attorney, Bryan makes 
sure every Associate Attorney is 
actively involved in each individual 
case to ensure conscientious work 
and attentiveness. When Bryan is 
away from the office, he enjoys 
spending time with his wife, 
Camille, family, and friends.   

Bryan Fagan

At t orney |  Mediat or

WHAT IS ADULTERY IN TEXAS?

Under Texas Family Code section 6.003 adultery is a legal term in Texas that means the 
voluntary sexual intercourse of a married person with one not the spouse.

BURDEN OF PROOF

?Adultery can be established by either:

1. Direct evidence or
2. Circumstantial evidence Adultery can be shown by direct or circumstantial 

evidence.?In re Marriage of C.A.S. & D.P.S., 405 S.W.3d 373, 383 (Tex. App. 
2013)

However, the burden of proof for proving adultery is clear and convincing. Mere suggestion 
or innuendo is not enough to prove adultery.Ayala,387 S.W.3d at 733.

Clear and convincing evidence is a higher standard than ?preponderance of the 

evidence,? which is generally used civil disputes.

WILL IT BE HELD AGAINST ME IN THE DIVORCE IF I  GET ANOTHER 
WOMAN PREGNANT?

I have been asked by potential clients on whether it would be held against them in the 
divorce if they got another woman pregnant?

I have also had the flip side of the question asked on whether being pregnant by another 
man would be held against them in the divorce.

As discussed above adultery can be established by either direct or circumstantial evidence. 
Pregnancy would be pretty good direct evidence of adultery. Below we will discuss how 
once adultery is proven how it can be used by the party not at fault to ask for a 
disproportionate share of the community estate.



WHAT IS ADULTERY IN TEXAS?

Under Texas Family Code section 6.003 adultery is a legal term in Texas that means the 
voluntary sexual intercourse of a married person with one not the spouse.

BURDEN OF PROOF

?Adultery can be established by either:

1. Direct evidence or
2. Circumstantial evidence Adultery can be shown by direct or circumstantial 

evidence.?In re Marriage of C.A.S. & D.P.S., 405 S.W.3d 373, 383 (Tex. App. 
2013)

However, the burden of proof for proving adultery is clear and convincing. Mere suggestion 
or innuendo is not enough to prove adultery.Ayala,387 S.W.3d at 733.

Clear and convincing evidence is a higher standard than ?preponderance of the 

IT MAY BE CHEATING BUT IT IS NOT ADULTERY

In Texas adultery requires sexual intercourse. Certain sexual encounters that are not specifically intercourse are not legally 
considered adultery.

In other words, if your spouse is exchanging sexually charged emails, photos, sexting or texts with another this may be 
cheating but it does not meet the legal definition of Adultery.

This is also true for kissing, groping, petting, or even oral sex.

WE WERE ON A BREAK IS IT STILL ADULTERY?

Sex with someone other than your spouse even when your separated can a ground for granting a divorce for adultery.Ayala,387 
S.W.3d at 733-734.

Adultery can include relationships after separation and prior to divorce. You are married until you are divorced. Texas does not 
recognize legal separation.

DISPROPORTIONATE SHARE OF PROPERTY

Although, Texas is a no-fault divorce state which essentially means that neither party necessarily has to prove the other spouse 
did anything wrong in order to get a divorce.

However, fault grounds can be relevant in divorce when dividing the community property.

The important language in the Texas Family Code is a "just and right division" and not a 50/50 split as some people think.

The main reason why adultery matters in a divorce is that if adultery can be proven then it can be used to support a request 
from the spouse not at fault for a disproportionate division of the community property between the parties.

AMOUNT AND DURATION OF SPOUSAL SUPPORT

However, if a spouse is eligible under the law to receive spousal support under Texas Law and a Judge is inclined to award 
spousal support then a Judge may consider marital fault when awarding the amount and duration of spousal support in the 
divorce.

WHAT ADULTERY DOES NOT DO

I sometimes have consults with husbands or wives who are concerned because their spouse has been using the adultery for the 
purposes of intimidation. I let my consults know that if adultery can be proven it might mean their spouse can get a few extra 
percentage points of property if there is any property to divide up in the divorce.

Adultery in Texas DOES NOT:

1. make a spouse eligible for alimony or spousal maintenance
2. An adultery finding alone will not change the outcome of child custody or conservatorship provisions either.

Adultery may make you a bad spouse, but it does not necessarily make you a bad parent.

SHOULD I  HIRE A PRIVATE DETECTIVE?

Often the question I get asked when there is concern on whether an ex is having an affair is whether the person I am consulting 
with should hire a private detective.

I usually then ask some questions regarding what kind of marital property the parties have together. Unless the parties have 
substantial marital assets I usually advise clients that the money they would spend on a private detective can be better spent in 
other ways.

It is important to look at the facts of the case before deciding on whether to hire a private detective. If we spend $10,000 on 
proving an adultery only to get an extra $2,000 in community property that was not a good use funds.



Learn divorce from 
beginning to end by the 
Partner Attorney and 
author of "The Texas 
Divorce Handbook", Bryan 
Fagan. This 2 hour 
workshop will walk you 
through the process, 
provide resources to help 
you get through this 
process, and answer any 
questions you have).

When: 
Saturday, February 24th 
10am-12pm 

Where:
3707 FM 1960 W, 
Suite 400 
Houston, Texas 77068 

Cost: $35.00 

  Time and time again, our 
female clients mention not 
having a free spot on their 
schedules to just hang out, 
enjoy themselves, and 
temporarily take their mind 
off their divorce. Even if 
they do have the time, 
organizing an event is too 
much trouble. To help out 
our clients, we have 
decided to host Girls? Night 
Out events. To keep things 
interesting we choose 
venues throughout the 
greater Houston region that 
could be selected as the 
party spot, like the 
Foundation Room Houston. 

For more information about 
Girls? Night Out events, 
direct all inquiries to 
Brittney Inman at 
Brittney@bryanfagan.com 

This event was created on 
the book "Single Mom 
Takes On The World" by 
Brittney Inman. It was 
intended to help single 
moms navigate through the 
challenges of 
single-momhood and will 
address how to 
successfully balance 
working full-time, raising 
children, and taking care of 
yourself, too. You'll learn 
time-management 
techniques, tips on 
excelling in your career, 
and boosting your 
self-confidence.

Contact us at 

281.810.9760 for more 
details or email 
Brittney@bryanfagan.com

NEWS AND EVENTS

SINGLE MOM'S 

WORKSHOP

Divorce Sem inars Gir l 's Night  Out Workshops

OUR GOAL 
IS 
TO 

PROVIDE 
AS MANY 
RESOURCES 
POSSIBLE!



 

By Am ir  Tavakkoli

VIP ContributorA.T. LAW  OFFICE

                               

A.T. Law Firm represents 

clients in criminal cases, 

car accidents and/or 

personal injury cases.  You 

can follow their active blog 

on their website at 

atlawoffice.com/blog

 Contact the A.T. Law 
Office for a Free 

Consult 

If you have questions 
regarding whether you have 
a criminal record and 
eligible to expunge or seal 
your records, it?s important 
to speak to an attorney right 
away. Contact the A.T. Law 
Firm by calling 

(832) 800-5590 

or emailing 
info@atlawoffice.com for a 
free consultation. 

On the field he was one of the most dynamic players to ever play the game. Although Atlanta was 
not my favorite team, I always turned the TV on when the Falcons were playing because I loved 
watching Michael Vick play and make defensive players look foolish. However, off the field, 
Michael Vick had a controversial lifestyle which led to his arrest for operating a dog fighting 
business and spending almost two years in jail. When Michael Vick was released from jail, he had 
a hard time finding a job as many GMs were not willing to hire someone with his background 
even though he was still in the prime of his career (which he showed afterwards by leading the 
Eagles to a couple of successful seasons and having the best year of his career in 2010) and he was 
also one of the better quarterbacks to play the game. While Michael Vick with his unique talents 
had a hard time finding a job with a criminal background, Lord have mercy on the rest of us who 
have been arrested for anything.

Having a clean record and a good credit score are two essentials in living a healthy life. Without a 
clean record, it?s often hard to find a good job. As a criminal defense attorney, I am disappointed 
that so many people with a criminal background who are eligible to clean their record do not take 
advantage of the opportunity they have. Failing to take advantage of eligibility to clean your 
record often comes from lack of knowledge or insufficient funds. The good news is we have a 
solution to both issues. Let?s discuss eligibility requirements and then we will get into pricing:

Common myth:My criminal case was dismissed, so I don?t have a criminal record.

Many people get arrested, spend a night in jail, bond out and their case gets dismissed for a variety 
of reasons. What people often do not realize is any time you get arrested, even if you only spend a 
few hours in jail and never even go before a judge, you most likely have a criminal record for 
having been arrested and charged with a crime.

Eligibility:

Eligibility to clean your criminal records essentially falls under two categories: 1) Expunctions, 
and 2) Non-disclosure.

Expunction:

A person is eligible for expunction if their case was dismissed as a result of either completing 
pretrial diversion, or the district attorney decided to no longer pursue the case because of lack of 
evidence or another reason. Expunction is the better of the two eligibility categories for cleaning 
your record because once a case is expunged, it?s as if it never even happened. Even the 
government can no longer see the records once your case is expunged and you can say under oath 
that you have never been arrested.

Non-disclosure:

A person is eligible for an order of nondisclosure if they successfully completed deferred 
adjudication. A nondisclosure order, while does not have some of the same benefits as an 
expunction, it allows for your criminal records to be sealed so that potential employers cannot see 
it. However, certain government agencies can still see the records.

Contact the A.T. Law Office for a Free Consult

If you have questions regarding whether you have a criminal record and eligible to expunge or seal 

your records, it?s important to speak to an attorney right away.

Arrested 
THE MICHAEL VICK STORY

AND CAN'T FIND A JOB



My 14 year old son has one of the highest GPAs, scored one of the highest nationally 
on his SAT's and is now on his way to acceptance of an Early College High School.  He 
is responsible, polite, and never asks for much.  I never have to stay on him for his 
homework or his chores.  Yet, it is still not an easy task raising this young man.  I get 
so determined to keep him on the right path that any time he slightly starts to veer, I 
want to grab him by the hoodie and pull him right back!  During one of our "check-in" 
moments (where we sit down and talk about how life is going) this kid taught me 
something.  He said he wished I had enough faith in him to trust he would make the 
right decisions.  That was a hit and it hurt! I realized, though he was excited about 
going to the Early College High School, it was a decision I made for him....a decision I 
should have allowed him to have more input in making.  I started to think about other 
decisions I have made that perhaps he was responsible enough to make on his own  I 
took away his 10pm bedtime, and I told him as long as he was able to wake up on his 
own and wasn't in a crabby mood the following day, he can pick his own bedtime.  I 
told him that if he gave the ECHS a try and he didn't like attending, then I would give 
him the choice to go back to public high school.  Just giving Dillon the opportunity to 
make these choices on his own, made him feel respected and heard.  Feeling 
respected and heard is a universal feeling we all appreciate. 

I am also transparent with my kids about mistakes I have made in my life and how if I 
made different choices, perhaps I would not have had to endure certain tough times 
or heartache.  Being honest about my mistakes have allowed me to guide my kids 
without the sense that I am "perfect" but with the sense that I've been "there" and I 
have experienced "that".  I let them know with each choice comes repercussions, 
either good or bad.  Here is what my son taught me about communicating with a 
teenager:

1.  He appreciates when I actively listen- no phones, no tv, no distractions.  It validates 
that he is important enough to be heard.

2.  He feels heard when I listen not to respond, but to actually hear what he is saying.

3.  He wants to make good choices, but he wants even more for me to have faith in 
him to make those choices.

4.  Giving options to him gives him more of an opportunity to feel less controlled.

5.  Even though they he doesn't always show it, he appreciates when I notice he's 
made a good decision and give him praise for it.

6.  Teenagers apparently don't respond well when mom flips out.  I learned to sleep 
on issues and address them the following day.  Sometimes I can make a mountain out 
of a molehill.....and sometimes I am absolutely legit, but at least I am calmer when 
discussing it with my teen and he is more receptive to what I am saying when I am not 
yelling like a mad woman.

Talking To Your  Teenager:
6 Lessons my teenage son taught me about 

communication...

Brittney Inman

Marketing Director

Creator of On Your Side

Brittney is the 
Marketing Director for 
The Law Office of Bryan 
Fagan, as well as a 
single mom of three.

Brittney writes about 
the struggles, truths, 
and best times of being 
a single parent and has 
a passion for 
motivating and 
encouraging other 
single moms to be their 
best, overcoming 
self-doubt, and gaining 
confidence.



Coaching:

Legal

An alt ernat ive when 
you can't  af ford 

t o ret ain an at t orney

A more affordable alternative for those who would like to handle their legal case on 
their own or cannot afford full legal representation.

In our coaching services you can be provided with legal templates, document review 
to ensure your documents are correct and ready to file and that you understand 
everything that the opposing party is requesting in their filings, as well as 1 on 1 
sessions with an attorney.

This is perfect for anyone in the state of Texas, as we also can hold these meetings 
via telephone if requested. 

SENIOR ATTORNEY:

375.00 for a one hour meeting or you can bundle three 1-hour meetings for a total 
price of 900.00

JUNIOR ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY:

200.00 for a one hour meeting or you can bundle three 1-hour meetings for a total 
price of 500.00

To inquire about these services, please send an e-mail to William@bryanfagan.com 
or call our office at 281-810-9760.

Brittney Inman

Marketing Director

Creator of On Your Side



UNCONTESTED DIVORCE
THE SIMPLIFIED PROCESS OF AN

IN TEXASBy Evan Hochschild

VIP Contributor

Television and movies paint a picture of all divorces being full of acrimony and strife. Husbands and wives battle 
it out to determine who gets the kids, the house and the pride of knowing they got one final "win" over their soon 
to be ex-spouse. To be sure- the scenario just laid out is a costly one not only in terms of money but emotional 
output.

The attorneys with the Law Office of Bryan Fagan see potential clients come in to meet with us to discuss a 
divorce and they will typically arrive with a sense of unease because they believe that divorcing their spouse is 
going to be as bad as our media would make it out to be.

YOUR DIVORCE CAN BE AMICABLE

Fortunately for many parties that are divorcing the fact is that divorce is not everything it's cracked up to be- in a 
good way. Simply put- most people do not enter into a divorce with the intent to do whatever it takes to get 
whatever they want. For starters, a lot of couples talk to each other about the divorce before one or the other actual

Child Support

The easiest way that I've found for a divorce to go from uncontested to contested is to arrive at a dispute regarding 
the kids.

MEDIATION

An agreement between the parties is best ratdified in mediation. This is where an independent attorney acts as an 
intermediary between the spouses to help craft a final agreement that both parties can receive a judgment by from 
a court. This agreement is binding and cannot revoked. The courtroom scenes that I touched on briefly at the outset 
of this blog post are a more costly, more time intensive and more antagonistic alternative to the cost-effective and 
efficient use of a qualified and experienced mediator.

While a simple divorce is not in the cards for every pair of divorcing spouses, it is a great solution for a lot of 
people. The attorneys with the Law Office of Bryan Fagan will always work to better the lives of clients by 
assisting and advocating to achieve their goals. Please contact our office today for a free of charge consultation 
where you can learn if an uncontested divorce will be an option for you.



These days I find it hard to keep a house plant alive.I have no talent for knowing how much to water it, 
where to place it for the best light, what size pot, etc.I keep trying, I think I?ve gone through 8 plants in 
the past two years but I lost count after I killed a cactus.Each time my plants do great for a month or two 
and then I either over water, don?t water enough or they just mysteriously wither away.So you can 
imagine how impressed I am with my mom and step dad that managed to feed, clothe, keep safe, and 
never lose any of their 9 children on our various outings.

Well actually, in the past thirty years I was the only one out of nine of us who got lost while at a 
brother?s football game when I was eight.Thank goodness my parents did a head count before driving 
home.I was waiting in the press box sniffling when I saw my step dad and step brother hurrying across 
the football field to get me. That episode taught me to always be aware of my surroundings and never 
play out of state plate while leaving a crowded stadium parking lot. But it?s amazing that through 
vacations, camping, brothers? football games, Rockets and Astros games, festivals and more their track 
record was ?almost? spotless.(Hey. . they found me. . eventually)

My family as I know it merged together when my mom and step dad met and then danced the night 
away at their 20th high school reunion.A group of five and another of three siblings were thrown 
together three months later as a one family unit.Two years later, my little brother was born.Our ages 
ranged from 1 day old to 19 years old . . and we had a three bedroom house. . .with one bathroom. I 
can?t even imagine that now and I lived through it for six years! Hallelujah we upgraded to a two 
bathroom home in the country when I was nine.

I wonder now, ?How did they do it?? How is it so hard for me to keep a cactus alive for more than 2 
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OVERADVERTISE
WITH US??

WANT TO 

Our  packages:

Junior  Package:  1/2 page advertisement.

Prem ium  Package: Full page advertisement.

Professional Package: Full page advertisement, in 
our magazine, listed on our website with a backlink 
to your website for 1 month.  Your ad will be 
displayed in our weekly e-mail newsletter for 1 
month.  You will have the option to post a blog on 
our website, along with one Facebook post with 
your blog article.

All packages also include: 1 year advertisement  
in our resource guide, content, picture, and contact 
info

Email: Brittney@bryanfagan.com

Phone: 281-810-9760

I t 's easy an d  ef f ect i ve to adver t i se
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would l ike t o learn m ore, 
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HANDBOOK

Visit our website at BryanFagan.com  to order your FREE 
copy of The Texas Divorce Handbook, written by Partner 
Attorney, Bryan Fagan.

We also offer an extensive library of articles on our website 
for your convenience and to help you find the answers to 
all of your family law questions.
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SECOND ANNUAL VALENTINE'S DAY 
FREE DIVORCE GIVE AWAY!

The Law Office of Bryan Fagan is at it again with our 
Second Annual Valentine's Day Free Divorce Giveaway!  
If you are about to begin the process of a divorce, please 
let us help make it easier for you!  The winner will have 
their case handled by one of our family law attorneys with 
no attorney fees, no court costs! Visit BryanFagan.com to 
enter!


