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Our firm offers free consultations and 
accept consults daily!

We believe every person should be 
informed of their rights and the process 
pertaining to their case, this is why we 
offer free consultations.

During your free consultation with a 
family law attorney, you will learn your 
rights, have all of your questions 
answered, discuss the process, and your 
best avenues.

In addition to our free consultations, we 
are one of the few firms who have 
Finance Specialists to help you discuss  a 
lower down payment, and payment plans 

OUR FIRM HANDLES THE 
FOLLOWING CASES:

We are a family law firm.  We believe in helping our 
clients transition through family law cases, as 
smoothly as possible.

As a family law firm, we understand clients are 
handing over a very personal piece of their lives to 
us. Not only does our firm work professionally, 
diligently and efficiently but we believe in having 
great communication with our clients.

Our clients are able to speak to their attorney, as 
well as have access to a wonderful client support 
team who can help answer all questions regarding 
their case, status updates, billing inquiries, and 
other concerns that may arise during the process.

Not only does our client support team reply back to 
our inquisitive clients in a timely manner, but the 
client can count on someone reaching out to them 
to check-in several times throughout the duration of 
their case. We believe in putting our clients first!

WHO WE ARE
AND WHAT WE DO

Presents...

Law Office of Bryan Fagan 
281-377-3548
www.Bryanfagan.com
3707 FM 1960 W, Suite 400
Houston, Texas 770680

- Filing Divorce Papers
- Arranging Child Custody
- Obtaining Protective Orders
- Property Division Matters
- Visitation Rights
- Establishing Child Support
- Establishing Spousal Support
- High Net Divorce
- Enforcements
- Modifications
- AND MUCH MORE!

MAGAZINE
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SUMMERLOVIN'FREEDOM!
Win your  Independence Back  

WITH OUR
4TH OF JULY

FREE DIVORCE

Law Office of Bryan Fagan is at it again with another FREE divorce giveaway!

This is our 6th giveaway in the last two years!  

We understand family law cases can be costly.  We also understand that the financial strain of a legal 
case can keep a person in a situation they need to get out of...this is why we make it an important goal 
to provide resources to everyone!  Free legal advice, e-courses, books, Free family law consultations, 
and even Free Divorce Giveaways throughout the year!

Visit our website Bryanfagan.com to learn how you can win a FREE divorce.  No court costs, no 
attorney fees, no cost to you, at all!

Again, we also provide FREE FAMILY LAW CONSULTATIONS!  To schedule a FREE consultation 
with one of our attorneys, call  281.810.9760 or visit Bryanfagan.com!

GIVEAWAY!
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One of the most frequently disagreed on subjects by parents in divorce and child custody cases is who should be able to have 
the children with them and on what days of the week those visits should occur. This goes for normal, school day visits as well 
as holidays and other ?special? times of the year.

No matter how agreeable you and your child?s other parent are on most subjects it is not always possible to come up with your 
own, makeshift visitation schedule. There are many subjects that must be sorted out in a child custody or divorce case and 
visitation is one of them.

Fortunately for Texas families, our State Legislature has created a guideline visitation schedule for weekends, holidays and 
Summer Vacation. Like any law, these guidelines are to be applied equally to all people but may not have the same impact 
(positively or negatively) on everyone in the same way.

Every family has questions or concerns about what a particular phrase in their orders means or what to do if [insert factual 
occurrence here] happens. The attorneys with the Law Office of Bryan Fagan would like to share with you our thoughts and 
advice on this subject for parents.

WHERE WILL THE CHILD?S PRIMARY RESIDENCE BE?

The beginning to any visitation schedule or outline begins with where the child will reside primarily. Your final orders from 
your divorce or child custody case will state either that your child lives primarily with you or their other parent.

Whichever parent your child resides with primarily is known as the managing conservator or custodial parent. It would stand to 
reason then that the other parent is known as the non-custodial parent or possessory conservator.

Making this determination is essential because the custodial parent and the non custodial parents have different opportunities 
provided to them under the law to be able to have time to spend with their child.

WEEKEND VISITATION

For the most part, children are able to spend the first, third and fifth weekends of every month with their non custodial parent. 
The visitation period begins at 6:00 p.m. on Friday and lasts until 6:00 p.m. on Sunday. Depending on your particular situation 
you are able to change those times as needed but as far as what the Texas Family Code provides for 6:00 p.m. is the pick-up 
and drop-off time for weekend visitation.

WHAT ABOUT HOLIDAYS?

Holidays are alternated between parents on a yearly basis.

Part 1 - Chr istmas Break

This means that if you got Christmas Day as a period of visitation in 2016, your ex spouse will have the opportunity to have 
the child this year on Christmas Day. Christmas is split up into two parts. The first part begins at 6:00 p.m. on the day school 
lets out for the Christmas break and ends at 6:00 p.m. on December 28th.

THE
INS & OUTS

OF CHILD VISITATION 
IN TEXAS

Continued on pg.11 
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YOU
KNOW?!

DID
FILING FOR DIVORCE

THE DIRTY TRICK OF

IN ANOTHER CITY
By Bryan Fagan |  Attorney

Bryan Fagan

At t orney |  Mediat or

Born in Denver, Colorado, 
and raised here in the 
Houston area, Bryan has 
always had the inclination to 
be someone who can help 
others and he always put 
forth all efforts in everything 
he has set out to do. Coming 
from a Real Estate 
background, Bryan felt he his 
real passion was helping 
families and through 
practicing family law, he does 
just that. Bryan is a member 
the Texas Bar College, which 
is an honor that is bestowed 
on less than 10% of lawyers in 
the state of Texas. This 
honorary society is devoted to 
pursuing the greatest amount 
of legal knowledge through 
actively furthering their 
education. Bryan?s desire is to 
better represent his clients 
with a deeper understanding 
of the law. As Partner 
Attorney, Bryan makes sure 
every Associate Attorney is 
actively involved in each 
individual case to ensure 
conscientious work and 
attentiveness. When Bryan is 
away from the office, he 
enjoys spending time with his 
wife, Camille, family, and 
friends.   

Many of my potential clients are concerned with filing first in their Texas divorce case. Many of 
them have the impression that if they are not the first to file, they will be at a disadvantage in their 
case. In many cases this is generally not the case when both spouses are represented by divorce 
lawyers.

However, there are some exceptions to this rule. One of those is when the spouses are in different 
cities. In such a case filing first can provide a real strategic advantage.

In today?s blog topic, we will focus will be on how choosing the battle ground of where to file for 
divorce can impact Texas divorce proceedings when spouses live in different counties.

CHOOSING WHICH COUNTY TO FILE IN

In most divorce cases, there is not an option on where to file a divorce. This is because Texas 
Family Code Section 6.301 sets out the residency requirements for filing for divorce. Those 
requirements are that at least one spouse must have been:

1. a domiciliary of this state for the preceding six-month period; and
2. a resident of the county in which the suit is filed for the preceding 90-day period.

What this section basically says is that if both spouses live in the same county in Texas then there 
is only on option on where the spouses can file. However, if spouses live in different counties 
then there is possibly a choice.

WHY SHOULD I  CARE IF THE DIVORCE IS IN ONE COUNTY OR ANOTHER?

There are a number of reasons why choosing one county over another can make a difference. One 
of the biggest reasons is when the counties are several hours apart such as Bexar County versus 
Harris County. In such a case this would mean:

Convenience

One spouse would have a much more convenient forum for their divorce. While their spouse 
would have to make a trip that takes hours back and forth whenever there is a court hearing.

Additional costs

The distance can also create additional costs such as time off work, fuel costs, or having to rent a 
hotel whenever they are required to travel.

Local Attorney or Attorney in City where Case is Filed

Another decision the spouse who must travel will need to make is whether to hire an attorney 
near them who will have to travel or an attorney in the county where the divorce is filed. Either 
choice will have pluses and minuses.

If they hire an attorney them it will be more convenient to meet to discuss and prepare the case. 
However, whenever there is a hearing they will be paying that attorney to travel which can be 
costly. This attorney may also not be as familiar with the local rules for the divorce court in that 
county.

If they hire an attorney in the county where the divorce is filed meeting that attorney to prepare 

will be more inconvenient. However, they will not be paying that attorney as much for travel 
4



To Wat ch Out  For  in Your  Texas Divorce
Visit our website to get your FREE copy!

Bryanfagan.com

13 DIRTY TRICKS

Read m ore about  t he 
Dir t y Tr ick  of  Fil ing For  
Divorce in Anot her  Cit y 
& m ore Dir t y Tr icks in 

our  new  e-book :

which can be costly. This attorney may also not be as familiar with the local rules for the divorce court in that county.

If they hire an attorney in the county where the divorce is filed meeting that attorney to prepare will be more inconvenient. 
However, they will not be paying that attorney as much for travel and that attorney is more likely to be familiar with the local 
rules for the divorce court in that county.

THE RACE TO THE COURTHOUSE

If both spouses are aware that the divorce is coming and that they are living in separate counties, then it may be obvious that they 
need to race to the courthouse so they can control where the divorce proceedings will take place.

THE DIRTY TRICK IN ACTION

One example of this trick in action is in a case where we represented the husband. His wife left him and moved to San Antonio 
where here parents were immediately filed for divorce and got him served.

The husband then contacted and hired our firm. We then immediately filed for divorce and got her served.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THERE ARE TWO DIVORCE CASES PENDING IN TEXAS?

The issue is whether or not:

1. the Husband, is entitled to seek a divorce in one Texas county when
2. the wife filed first in a different Texas county.

Dominant Jur isdiction

As a general rule, when suit would be proper in more than one county, the court in which suit is first filed acquires dominant 
jurisdiction to the exclusion of other courts. See Wyatt v. Shaw Plumbing Co., 760 S.W.2d 245, 248 (Tex.1988).

Any subsequent suit involving the same parties and the same controversy must be dismissed if a party to that suit calls the second 
court's attention to the pendency of the prior suit by a plea in abatement.

Exceptions to the Rule

There are three exceptions to the rule:

1. Conduct by a party that stops him from asserting prior active jurisdiction;
2. lack of persons to be joined if feasible, or the power to bring them before the court; and
3. lack of intent to prosecute the first lawsuit

See Wyatt v. Shaw Plumbing Co., 760 S.W.2d 245, 248 (Tex.1988).
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  THIS TEAM IS ON YOUR SIDE

Cour t ney Por t er
At t orney

Bryan Fagan
At t orney |  Mediat or

Kim ber ly Player - 
Washingt on
Sr . At t orney

Moll ie Levar
 Of f ice Manager

MEET YOUR LEGAL
 TEAM

Br it t ney Inm an
 Market ing Direct or

LAW OFFICE OF BRYAN FAGAN

When you work with 
our firm, you will see 
that we are committed 
to tenaciously 
representing clients in 
every scope of the 
Texas court system. 
We believe the 
cornerstone of our 
success is the trust we 
are able to build with 
clients, while still 
maintaining the 
highest caliber of legal 
services. 

We acknowledge that 
each client has 
individual needs, 
which is why we 
provide personalized 
representation. Our 
founding lawyer 
strives to honor the 
objectives and desires 
of each case he takes 
on. The legal team at 
our firm is dedicated 
to carefully listening 
and effectively 
communicating with 
our clients during each 
level of their case. 

Chad Zubi
At t orney
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Paola Morales
Paralegal

Cecil ia Char lt on
At t orney

Sylvia Acost a
Recept ionist

David Brum m et t
Cust om er  Service

Sam uel Roberson
Legal Assist ant

Alicia Palm er
At t orney

Tif fany Ceburn
Law Clerk

Will iam  Mor iar t y
Int ake Specialist

Darnell Moore
Recept ionist

Tina Favor it o
Paralegal

Chr is Ervin
At t orney

Ryan Er ikson
At t orney

Kelly Por t era
Legal Assist ant

Ana Guer rero
Bookkeeper

Cr ist ina Cazares
Financial Specialist
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Too Poor To 
Divorce in Texas?

The L aw 
Office of 
Bryan Fagan 
has appeared 
several t imes 
in the Top 10 
Blog Posts 
from Texas 
Bar Today!

By Evan Hochschild

Attorney | VIP Contributor

I have had more than one person ask me, ?how do you get a divorce when you don?t have 
any money?? This is a very understandable question. Breaking up is not only emotionally 
painful; it can be expensive.

Many people live paycheck to paycheck and do not budget for the day they may need an 
attorney or a divorce. Another situation could involve someone being on a fixed income. 
Typically, in either scenario, there is no money for a divorce lawyer and court costs, not to 
mention the other related expenses.

For many couples, finances keep them from getting a divorce because they are afraid they 
cannot afford it.

WHAT DIVORCE OPTIONS EXISTS FOR THOSE WHO ARE FINANCIALLY 
STRUGGLING?

Many people I meet with want to know:

1. Are there any options available to someone who wants a divorce but is unable to 
financially?

2. Can someone be too poor to divorce?
3. What if I can not even afford to pay the filing fee?

When a divorce is filed, you must usually pay a ?filing fee.? There may also be other court 
fees depending on your divorce.

Some of these fees may include:

1. Paying for copies or
2. Paying to have the other side served with court documents

If you do not have enough money to pay the court costs or fees, you can ask a judge to 
waive those fees.

THE GOOD NEWS - IF YOU ARE POOR, YOU DO NOT NEED MONEY TO GET 
A DIVORCE

You do not have to have any money to get a divorce, but you do have to follow the 
procedure set up by Texas to have the court fees waived.

This can be a huge benefit when you need to get out of a marriage but do not have the 
money.

THE BAD NEWS

As mentioned above, just because the fees are waived does not mean you can sign a piece 
of paper and you are done. There are a lot of procedures to follow.

I like to say you may have all the ingredients, but the cake is not going to bake itself. When 
you are representing yourself, you are going to have to do everything. That means:

1. Fill out the correct paperwork
2. Filing the paperwork
3. Calling the court to get a hearing date
4. Letting the other person know about the hearing date

8



We 

SUPPORT
 OUR 
COMMUNITY!

We are proud 
sponsors of the 

Oak Creek Village 
Cudas!

Proud suppor t er

Nothing happens automatically for the most part. So, if you ever feel like nothing is happening in 
your case, then you are probably the reason. Those clerks at the court just take the paperwork; your 
job is to do something with it.

OTHER SELF-REPRESENTATION CAUTIONS

Whatever your reason for representing yourself (or going ?pro se?) in your divorce, 
self-representation can be more expensive or costly than having an attorney.

The lawyer fees you save can cost you in other ways, sometimes in ways that are irreversible. Five 
reasons you should retain a well-versed divorce lawyer instead of self-representing include:

1. You risk not getting as much as you?re entitled to by law
2. Unforeseen issues may arise that you are not equipped to handle
3. Your divorce may take longer and be more frustrating than it needs to be
4. You may frustrate or anger the judge by your lack of knowledge or experience
5. You may lack objectivity

You Get Less than you are Entitled to

Getting a divorce involves more than just knowing what forms to file and where to file them. A 
lawyer knows:

1. the law
2. the legal system
3. divorce procedure
4. what you should fight for, and how you should do it

Not having a lawyer represent you puts you at a disadvantage, especially if your spouse has a 
lawyer.

Unforeseen Issues

While you may think you and your spouse have all the issues worked out and your case is 
straightforward, my experience is that?s rarely the case.

By definition, very rarely are your interests truly aligned with the person you are divorcing.

Example #1

An example of this is when somewhere in the process, your spouse will change their mind on:

1. Alimony
2. Child Support
3. Custody

Unfortunately, this often comes as a surprise in the form of a change made to the paperwork and 
the spouse does not learn about it until the divorce is over and their wages are garnished.

Example #2

It is also possible the complication could be something else. Maybe you and your spouse?s interests 
are truly aligned. However, there is a child born during the marriage but with someone other than 
your spouse.

This complication will mean there is a divorce case and a paternity case at the same time. This 
little thing can mean your divorce is more complicated than many pro-se people can handle.

Your Divorce May Take Longer

A divorce lawyer has experience navigating the legal system. This can significantly speed up the 
process of your divorce.

I have seen a non-lawyer who tried to do their own divorce describe their experience as if someone 
dropped them in the middle of a jungle blindfolded without a map, compass, or any form of 
transportation and then being told they need to get to Disney World.  Continued on pg 12
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Learn divorce from 
beginning to end by the 
Partner Attorney and 
author of "The Texas 
Divorce Handbook", Bryan 
Fagan. This 2 hour 
workshop will walk you 
through the process, 
provide resources to help 
you get through this 
process, and answer any 
questions you have).

When: 
Saturday, April 28th @ 
10am-12pm 

Where:
3707 FM 1960 W, 
Suite 400 
Houston, Texas 77068 

Cost: $35.00 

Time and time again, our 
female clients mention not 
having a free spot on their 
schedules to just hang out, 
enjoy themselves, and 
temporarily take their mind 
off their divorce. Even if 
they do have the time, 
organizing an event is too 
much trouble. To help out 
our clients, we have 
decided to host Girls? Night 
Out events. To keep things 
interesting we choose 
venues throughout the 
greater Houston region that 
could be selected as the 
party spot, like the 
Foundation Room Houston. 

For more information about 
Girls? Night Out events, 
direct all inquiries to 
Brittney Inman at 
Brittney@bryanfagan.com 

This event was created on 
the book "Single Mom 
Takes On The World" by 
Brittney Inman. It was 
intended to help single 
moms navigate through the 
challenges of 
single-momhood and will 
address how to 
successfully balance 
working full-time, raising 
children, and taking care of 
yourself, too. You'll learn 
time-management 
techniques, tips on 
excelling in your career, 
and boosting your 
self-confidence.

Contact us at 

281.810.9760 for more 
details or email 
Brittney@bryanfagan.com

NEWS AND EVENTS

SINGLE MOM'S 

WORKSHOP

Divorce Sem inars Gir l 's Night  Out Workshops

WE
OFFER 
MANY

RESOURCES
TO HELP
KEEP 
YOU 

INFORMED!
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Part 2 - Chr istmas Break

Part two of Christmas break runs from 6:00 p.m. on December 28th until 6:00 p.m. on the Sunday prior to school resuming 
its normal schedule. It is worthwhile to keep a copy of your most recent court orders handy so that you can reference any 
time and date requirements as needed.

Thanksgiving Break

Thanksgiving break, though longer than a weekend, is not split up into two holidays. You and your child?s other parent will 
alternate Thanksgiving holidays. No parent will be able to have visitation with the child on both Christmas and 
Thanksgiving in any given year.

Father?s or Mother?s Day

Finally, your child will be able to spend time with you on either Father?s or Mother?s Day as well, regardless of what the 
number of the weekend it is on a monthly basis.

Holidays are some of the most stressful times for parents who are no longer married to their child?s other parent. This means 
even in the best of situation it is not uncommon for our attorneys to receive phone calls from clients who are upset because 
their ex-spouse did not return the kids home on time as agreed to in their Divorce Decree.

A piece of advice would be to understand that the holidays bring about stresses and turmoil when it comes to trying to have 
as much time as possible with your child. If you can be considerate of your child and your child?s other parent you should be 
able to escape the holiday season with some memories and no angry phone calls from your ex spouse.

SUMMER VACATION- SETTING A SCHEDULE FOR YOUR CHILDREN?S TIME AWAY FROM SCHOOL

Summer vacation is one of the all time mot relaxing and care-free time periods in your child?s life. It is an opportunity to 
play, visit new places and maybe even attend a summer camp or other activity. A unique part of the summer for children 
whose parents are not living together is that the non custodial parent is able to exercise his or her own extended time period 
of visitation with their child.

The way it works is that as the non custodial parent, you would need to contact the custodial parent by April 1st to notify 
him or her of your intent to have your child spend the extended summer visitation with you.

Thirty days is the length of time most non custodial parents are awarded in a visitation order and the default time period for 
visitation is July 1- July 31 if no notice or insufficient notice is provided to the custodial parent. I always advice clients to 
provide notice by certified mail or via email, where you are able to get a ?read receipt? that will show exactly when your 
ex-spouse reviewed the email.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ON VISITATION SCHEDULES IN TEXAS? CONTACT THE LAW OFFICE OF 
BRYAN FAGAN

What you just read was an extremely abbreviated overview of visitation laws in Texas and how most families in our state 
encounter them. If you have additional questions on this subject or any other in the field of family law please do not hesitate 
to contact the Law Office of Bryan Fagan today. Our licensed family law attorneys are available six days a week to meet 
with you to discuss your situation and answer any questions you have.

The Ins & Outs 

of Child Visitation 

in Texas Continued

The way it works is that as the 
non custodial parent, you would 
need to contact the custodial 
parent by April 1st to notify 
him or her of your intent to 
have your child spend the 
extended summer visitation 
with you.
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TOO POOR TO DIVORCE IN 
TEXAS?  

You may Frustrate or Anger the Judge

According to an American Bar Association Coalition for Justice survey, judges believe that self-represented litigants are doing a 
poor job representing themselves.

My personal observations of people representing themselves in courts are that judges often ignore these individuals and instead 
look to the other party?s attorney for what is going on. Things are often decided quickly and the person representing themselves is 
left in the dust wondering what happened.

You Risk Losing Objectivity

It?s hard not to be emotionally invested in your own divorce case, particularly if you have children. Being too close to a case 
means you risk losing sight of what?s in your best interests.

A lawyer can help you:

1. Remain objective
2. Let you know what you are entitled to
3. Whether it makes sense to take a settlement offer or go to court

Continued

PRO SE OR SELF REPRESENTATION OPTIONS

There are free divorce forms available online to the public. One 
of the first things you should consider before attempting to 
represent yourself to minimize divorce costs is that you most 
likely will be making tradeoffs to save on these costs. These 
tradeoffs can include:

1. Time
2. Time as money
3. Knowledge of the law
4. Your fair share

Many of the free forms that are available online will include an 
affidavit of indigency. With these forms and the affidavit of 
indigency, someone who does not have money can file their 
divorce for free.

WHERE TO START

You may want to start your self-representation journey by researching divorce law and procedure in one of the local law libraries. 
The following law libraries are available to the public:

1. Harris County Law Library - 1019 Congress Ave, Houston, TX 77002
2. John M. O'Quinn Law Library - 4800 Calhoun Rd, Houston, TX 77004
3. Fred Parks Law Library- 1303 San Jacinto St, Houston, TX 77002
4. Thurgood Marshall Law Library - 3100 Cleburne St, Houston, TX 77004
5. Montgomery County Law Library - 301 N Thompson St #105, Conroe, TX 77301

AFFIDAVIT OF INDIGENCY

The affidavit of indigency is the form used to ask the court not to charge you for court fees. This form is also called an:

12



You may Frustrate or Anger the Judge

According to an American Bar Association Coalition for Justice survey, judges believe that self-represented litigants are doing a 
poor job representing themselves.

My personal observations of people representing themselves in courts are that judges often ignore these individuals and instead 
look to the other party?s attorney for what is going on. Things are often decided quickly and the person representing themselves is 
left in the dust wondering what happened.

You Risk Losing Objectivity

It?s hard not to be emotionally invested in your own divorce case, particularly if you have children. Being too close to a case 
means you risk losing sight of what?s in your best interests.

A lawyer can help you:

1. Remain objective
2. Let you know what you are entitled to
3. Whether it makes sense to take a settlement offer or go to court

Affidavit of Inability to Pay Court Costs or

1. Pauper?s Oath

You can only use this form if:

1. You get public benefits because you are poor or
2. You can?t pay court fees

The information you give will ask about:

1. What public benefits you receive such as SSI, WIC, Food Stamps, TANF, Medicaid, CHIP, etc.

1.  Your income sources such as wages, spousal support, child support, workers comp, etc.

2.  Your spouse?s income

3.  Your dependents

4.  Your property

5.  Bank accounts

You will also have to swear under oath that you are unable to pay court costs.

A HEARING ON THE AFFIDAVIT

Typically, after you file your case. The District Clerk will set the affidavit for a hearing in front of the Judge and make you 
prove that you are unable to pay court costs.

If this happens, you will need to provide the judge with information about:

1. Your finances
2. Evidence related to your income and expenses
3. Why you are unable to pay court costs and filing fees

LEGAL AID DIVORCE HELP

If you are not able to handle a do-it-yourself divorce option where you file all the papers yourself, you may qualify for legal 
aid in your area or a volunteer lawyers program.

Some Houston non-profits include:

1. South Texas College of Law Legal Clinic ? Phone: 713-646-2990
2. AVDA ? Phone: 713-224-9911
3. Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program ? Phone 713-237-9429
4. Houston Lawyer Referral Service ? Phone: 713-228-0735
5. Lone Star Legal Aid ? Phone: 713-652-0077

Each organization will have its own set of qualifications you will need to meet. Those qualifications can include:

1. Certain levels of poverty, often 200% below Federal Poverty Guidelines
2. Many of the law school clinics will only take simple divorce cases such as no children, minimal property, and 

everything in agreement.

In addition to the requirements, there is often a long waiting list. Depending on the list, it can be anywhere from several 
months to years long. Everyone wants a free or pro bono attorney, so the wait can be long.

WHERE TO START

You may want to start your self-representation journey by researching divorce law and procedure in one of the local law libraries. 
The following law libraries are available to the public:

1. Harris County Law Library - 1019 Congress Ave, Houston, TX 77002
2. John M. O'Quinn Law Library - 4800 Calhoun Rd, Houston, TX 77004
3. Fred Parks Law Library- 1303 San Jacinto St, Houston, TX 77002
4. Thurgood Marshall Law Library - 3100 Cleburne St, Houston, TX 77004
5. Montgomery County Law Library - 301 N Thompson St #105, Conroe, TX 77301

AFFIDAVIT OF INDIGENCY

The affidavit of indigency is the form used to ask the court not to charge you for court fees. This form is also called an:
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DIVORCE 1 0 1
Whether you are thinking about divorce, filing for divorce, are in the 
process of your divorce, or already divorced...our new DIVORCE 
101 is an excellent resource with the answers to your questions!

Many times when we consult with people considering divorce, we see 
many emotions; scared, stressed, hurt, overwhelmed, resentful, 
hurt? they range from one end of the spectrum to the other. 

The Law Office of Bryan Fagan created Divorce 101 as a tool to 
help those considering divorce find the answers to the many 
questions they may have.

We find when people are informed and understand the process, they 
tend to feel a little less scared and intimidated about what?s to come.

We hope Divorce 101 will help you and if you have any additional 
questions or concerns, we encourage you to book a free consultation 
with one of our family law attorneys by calling 281-810-9760 or 
visiting bryanfagan.com.

Book A FREE 
Consultation

We make it easy for you to 
book a free consultation!  
By making a quick phone 
call, booking on-line, or 
emailing one of our 
friendly staff members, 
we can get you booked 
quickly and in most cases, 
we can see you the same 
day!

Call 281.810.970

Email 
William@bryanfagan.com

Text: 281.377.3148

Book on-line at 
bryanfagan.com

Get Social with us!
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Coaching:

Legal

An alt ernat ive when 
you can't  af ford 

t o ret ain an at t orney

A more affordable alternative for those who would like to handle their legal case on their own or 
cannot afford full legal representation.

In our coaching services you can be provided with legal templates, document review to ensure your 
documents are correct and ready to file and that you understand everything that the opposing party 
is requesting in their filings, as well as 1 on 1 sessions with an attorney.

This is perfect for anyone in the state of Texas, as we also can hold these meetings via telephone if 
requested. 

SENIOR ATTORNEY:

375.00 for a one hour meeting or you can bundle three 1-hour meetings for a total price of 900.00

JUNIOR ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY:

200.00 for a one hour meeting or you can bundle three 1-hour meetings for a total price of 500.00

To inquire about these services, please send an e-mail to William@bryanfagan.com or call our office 
at 281-810-9760.

Our firm promises to handle 
your referrals with 
professionalism and care.

Law Office of Bryan Fagan

T:  281.810.9760

3707 FM 1960 W, Suite 400

Houston, Texas 77068
Focusing on family law cases such as:  

Divorce, Military Divorce, Custody, 
Child Support, Modifications, 

Enforcements, Adoption, Name 
Change, Wills, Trust and Estate 

Planning, Pre-Nuptials, Post-Nuptials
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MEET 
ALICIA PALMER

Originally from Sierra Vista, Arizona, Alicia is a May 2015 graduate of The University of North Carolina 
School of Law in Chapel Hill, NC. During her law school studies, Alicia was a member of the Julius L. 
Chambers Civil Rights Appellate Advocacy Team. She also served as a student attorney in the UNC Law 
Civil and Immigration Clinics. She became a member of the Texas Bar in November 2015.

Before achieving her Juris Doctor degree, Alicia graduated Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology and a Pre-Law minor from The University of Arizona in Tucson, AZ. Alicia played softball for 
the Arizona Wildcats during her undergraduate studies, and was a proud student-athlete. She also 
enjoyed volunteering in the community and served as a Big Sister with Big Brothers/Big Sisters of 
Tucson.

Before joining the firm, Alicia worked as an immigration and family law attorney in Houston, Texas. Her 
primary focus during her employment as an immigration attorney was helping undocumented victims 
of violent crimes obtain lawful status in the United States. Alicia was drawn to family law because of 
her passion for helping others resolve disputes. Her primary goal is to help her clients understand the 
legal process associated with their case, ease any anxiety they might be experiencing, and ultimately 
obtain favorable results.

When Alicia is away from the office, she enjoys spending time with her family, watching her husband?s 

football team compete, and staying active.

ADVERTISE
WANT TO 
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READERS!

OVERADVERTISE
WITH US??

WANT TO 

If  you have any 
quest ions or  would 
l ike t o learn m ore, 
cont act  us:

Em ail: 
Br it t ney@bryanfagan.com

Phone: 281-810-9760

17,000

Brittney Inman

Marketing Director

Creator of On Your Side

In addition to the 16,000 readers we have, our website also attracts 

approximately 40,000 visitors per month who have access to our digital 

magazine gallery!  

If you have an interest in advertising with our firm, please contact us to 

learn more about the different options we have available!

Contact Brittney Inman at 281.810.9760 or Brittney@bryanfagan.com

Featured Packages Offered:

- 1/4 Page Advertisement

- 1/2 Page Advertisement

- Full Page Advertisement

S O C I A L  
                

Be a Guest  Blogger !

Submit an article to appear on our 

website and social media accounts!

Email: Brittney@bryanfagan.com

FACEBOOK
TWITTERPINTEREST

LINKEDIN

GOOGLE
YOUTUBE

FIND US ON M E D I A                



CHILD 
SUPPORT FOR TEXAS COURTS

OVERVIEW

Are you a parent who is about to embark on a divorce journey, yet have no real idea how to think about child support? It could 
be that you are the parent who stands to receive child support from an ex-spouse.

On the other hand, the shoe could be on the other foot- you may be the parent who is on the hook to pay child support during 
and after the divorce. This is a huge financial commitment that you either have the right to receive or to pay. As a result, your 
not knowing the fundamentals on this subject can make a big difference in the well being of your family.

The next few blog posts from the Law Office of Bryan Fagan will discuss this subject with parents like yourself. We will walk 
through the calculation of child support, what a ?guidelines? level of support is and the steps to modify a child support order- 
either downwards or upwards.

If at any point during the process of reading this blog post you have questions about a topic that you?ve read please do not 
hesitate to contact the attorneys at the Law Office of Bryan Fagan.

A free of charge consultation is yours in which one of our licensed family law attorneys can answer any questions you may 
have on this subject. We take pride in addressing the concerns of the people that live in our community and welcome the 
opportunity to do so for you and your family.

HOW DOES A COURT DETERMINE THE LEVEL OF SUPPORT THAT A PERSON HAS TO PAY IN CHILD 
SUPPORT?

I will caution you at this stage that it is unlikely that your divorce or child custody case actually goes before a judge to have the 
issues of your case decided. The reason for this is that mediation is prescribed before trial and possibly even temporary orders 
in a case. Point being is that you are forced to attempt to settle your case before ever stepping foot in a courtroom.

With that being said, when we discuss what a court would ?order? in terms of child support I don?t necessarily mean that the 
judge will be looking over your shoulder like some sort of omnipresent being. Rather, I mean what your attorney and the 
opposing party?s attorney would likely determine to be your child support liability based on your income. Make sense?

At its core, a family law court in Texas is charged with placing the best interests of your child first and foremost when 
determining a level of child support to order.

While our egos as adults can get in the way of a lot of things, make no mistake that a judge will primarily be concerned with 
what happens with your child until he or she turns 18 or graduates from high school. Your concerns and your opposing party?s 
concerns take a distant backseat to the well being and best interests of your child.

WHAT DOES NET RESOURCES MEAN EXACTLY?

Child support in Texas is calculated based off of your net resources. Before you get worked up over the words ?net? and 
?resources? I?ll warn you that this blog is not going to become a financial or in-depth math lesson, so breathe easy. I will let 
you know how a court would likely calculate your net resources.

First and foremost, any and all wages and salary from places of employment are included as well as self-employment income. 
From there ?extras? like:

1. retirement income
2. rental income
3. capital gains and
4. income from other sources

are added together and counted as sources from which a court can determine net monthly income. For most of us, our wages 
and salaries are what will go into the calculation since the latter sources are not relevant for most parents with young children 
(based on my experiences).

By Evan Hochschild

Attorney |  VIP Contributor
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WHAT IF YOU?RE NOT WORKING? HOW WILL YOUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR CHILD SUPPORT BE 
DETERMINED?

In the event that you are not currently working, you will not get off scot-free in terms of your responsibility to pay child 
support.

In the event that you are not able to settle your case and proceed to a trial, a judge would presume that you:

1. earn a salary that is equal to a forty hour work week
2. wherein you are paid minimum wage based on whatever the federal hourly rate for that wage is at the time of your 

trial.

UNEMPLOYMENT OR UNDEREMPLOYMENT

Suppose that you are the party that is likely to have to pay child support as a result of your family law case. You know this 
and anticipate an order coming down from a court that could really restrict your flexibility in terms of spending money.

Being a quick thinker you purposely cut back on your working or take a job that pays you less- just to stick it to your soon 
to be ex-spouse. Aside from the fact that you are actually hurting your children the most- is this a move that you can pull 

CONTACT OUR OFFICE 
FOR A 

FREE

CHILD SUPPORT CONSULTATION

281.810.9760
BRYANFAGAN.COM

Evan has worked on client matters ranging from custody disputes to divorces and 
grandparent rights. Mr. Hochschild has previously worked as an attorney for the 
Department of Family and Protective Services in Austin, TX defending and protecting 
children whose lives had been affected by abuse or neglect. 

Mr. Hochschild is committed to his clients and prides himself on being an advocate for 
their interests. Communication and honesty are the bedrocks of his relationship with 
clients.  He is a member of the Houston Trial Lawyers Association and the Capital 
Area Trial Lawyers Association.

Mr. Hochschild earned his Juris Doctor in 2010 from St. Mary's University School of 
Law in San Antonio, TX and his Bachelor's Degree in 2007 from Southwestern 
University in Georgetown, TX.

Evan Hochschild

At t orney |  VIP Cont r ibut or
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DIRTY TRICKS
13

T

E

X

A

S

D

I

V

O

R

C

E

TO WATCH OUT FOR IN YOUR 
TEXAS DIVORCE

Visit our website at BryanFagan.com to order your FREE 
copy our 13 DIRTY TRICKS e-book, written by Partner 
Attorney, Bryan Fagan.

Our website offers an extensive library of articles, e-courses 
for divorce and custody, access to DIVORCE 101, a digital 
gallery of ON YOUR SIDE, a gallery of FREE e-books, and 
much more!  Visit Bryanfagan.com for everything you need 
for you family law case!
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Gr ey Di vor ce

M i l i tar y Di vor ce

Pr oper ty Di v i si on

Di vor ce
Custody

Chi l d  Suppor t

Adopt i on

M od i f i cat i on

CPS

Gr an dpar en t 's Ri gh ts

En for cem en ts

Pater n i ty

Pr en upt /Postn upt

- Divorce 
- Uncontested 

Divorce
- Custody
- Child Support
- Military Divorce
- High Asset Divorce
- Modification
- CPS
- Grey Divorce
- Paternity
- Property Division
- Enforcement
- Adoption
- Grandparent 's 

Rights
- Prenuptial /  

Postnuptial
- Geographical 

Restriction
- Name Change
- Termination of 

Rights
- Step-Parent 

Adoption
- Wills, Trust, and 

Estate Planning
- Legal Coaching
- Limited Scope 

Services

We of fer  FREE 
Consult at ions for  
all fam ily law  cases
Call 281.810.9760 or  visit  
Bryanfagan.com
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